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I. INTRODUCTION  
 
Welcome to the GFS Early Childhood Program!  Our division was founded in 1981 as 
an on-site childcare center for the children of GFS faculty and staff.  The small 
division grew quickly into a program to include siblings of older GFS students as 
well as children from our surrounding communities.    
 
Our program is based on the philosophy that children learn through play. Through 
both child-directed and teacher-directed activities that are age-appropriate, 
children make discoveries, construct knowledge, explore concepts and gain skills in 
all of the following contents: language and literacy, numeracy, the arts, and sciences. 
Children are engaged in their own learning process. We nurture the whole child 
recognizing that cognitive, socio-emotional and physical development are 
interrelated.  
 
The Early Childhood Program values the importance of getting to know each child as 
an individual as well as developing a relationship with the child’s family. Forming a 
connection between home and school makes for a richer experience for both you 
and your child.  
 
In addition to the emphasis on the value of play, our division is enriched by the 
integration of Quaker values whereby people are treated with respect and kindness 
and the notion that there is that of God in everyone. We place strong emphasis on 
the importance of conflict resolution in constructive, non-violent ways. 
 
 
II. MISSION STATEMENTS AND STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 
Germantown Friends School Mission Statement 
Germantown Friends School is dedicated to reaching that of God in every 
person.  Our mission is to seek truth, challenge the intellect, honor differences, 
embrace the city, and nurture each student's mind, body and spirit.   
 
  
Germantown Friends School Statement of Philosophy 
We are a Friends school, under the care of Germantown Monthly Meeting, founded 
on the belief that there is that of God in everyone.  Together, love and respect for 
each individual provide the premise for all that we do.  We regard education not as 
training for a particular way of life, but as part of a lifelong process, and as we guide 
and encourage our students in their personal growth, we try to cultivate and 
support in them principles that Friends have long considered to have lasting 
value.  Among these are truthfulness, simplicity and self-discipline, the resolution of 
differences without violence, and respect for diverse heritages and experiences. 
  
Underlying all these commitments is unreserved respect for each person's capacity 
to find a path to God, as well as for conscience and the need to follow its 
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dictates.  Our regard for a leading of conscience is reflected in our weekly Meeting 
for Worship, based on silence, where each may speak when moved to 
speak.  Meeting remains central to the life of the school. 
  
We want our students to develop the capacity for responsible choice.  Through our 
varied curriculum-rich in the academic disciplines, in the creative and performing 
arts and in athletics and activities-our students come to understand their strengths 
and limitations, learning to integrate their own aspirations with the claims and 
values of others.  For this they not only need facts about the world, they must know 
how to find and assess those facts.  They must learn to distinguish the genuine from 
the artificial, the essential from the peripheral.  They must learn to think clearly, and 
to communicate and act upon what they know. To act responsibly, they must know 
themselves and value themselves and others. We challenge them, increasingly as 
they are able, to exercise choice in many areas of school and community life. For it is 
our hope that in each of our students, as in the adults, a sense of commitments to all 
their communities will grow from a responsible role in this one. 
  
We encourage all members of this community to develop their capacities to the 
fullest extent possible. In academics, in athletics, in the arts, and in human relations, 
we value this excellence, recognize it, encourage it, and stress our obligation to 
share it.  Knowing as well that learning works by example, we look for excellence in 
each other and in ourselves. This search keeps us striving. 
 
Early Childhood Program Mission Statement 
We are a community that celebrates the diverse perspectives and experiences of our 
school’s youngest learners.  Children in our program are nurtured academically, 
socially, spiritually, and emotionally within a supportive learning environment.  We 
believe children grow when their natural curiosity is encouraged and when teachers 
lead them toward greater autonomy and ways of knowing their world.  While 
building connection within our preschool community, we also engage children in the 
broader world of Germantown Friends School.  This exposure allows students and 
families to glimpse the vast and exciting possibilities that are to be explored as 
young  children grow and imagine the wonderful future that lies ahead. 
 

 
III. QUAKERISM IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM  
 
There are several essential Quaker values that we remember with the acronym 
SPICES. They are Simplicity, Peace, Integrity, Community, Equality, and 
Stewardship. In the Early Childhood Program one of the most basic ways we 
incorporate Quaker values is to honor silence. This can be observed as moments of 
silence before eating, deep breaths before a class meeting, and in allowing time for 
silent reflection before responding to a thought or question. The Early Childhood 
Program attends a division-wide Meeting for Worship in the Meeting House once a 
month. There are typically all school Meetings for Worship throughout the year in 
which the Early Childhood Program also participates.  
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The GFS Early Childhood Program strives to provide a daily environment rich with 
these beliefs for the children, families, colleagues, and GFS students.  The following 
are some examples of how we implement each value at the Early Childhood 
Program level: 
  
*Simplicity-We strive to use toys and materials that are non-commercially branded 
  
*Peace-We encourage problem solving and conflict resolution.  We practice 
moments of silence together in order that we may settle ourselves and find inner 
tranquility 
  
*Integrity-We speak honestly and respect honesty in others 
  
*Community-We spend time playing in multi-age groups and partner with students 
in other grades; we attend Lower School assemblies, pep rallies, and all school 
Meetings for Worship. 
  
*Equality-We address each other using first names; sinks and furniture are child-
sized; teachers get down to speak eye-to-eye 
  
*Stewardship-; We help to beautify our campus with a tile mosaic the children made 
in our play yard; we take care of our toys and books; we plant bulbs and grow 
gardens 
  
IV. CLASSROOMS 
 
The three Early Childhood classrooms are designed to prepare children socially and 
educationally as they move toward Kindergarten. EC1 is a class of three and four 
year olds. EC2 is a mixed-age class comprised of older three to younger five year 
olds. The children in the third classroom, EC3, are four to five year olds.  
 
At this age, children are in the beginning stages of independence and developing 
friendships. They have a growing awareness of the world around them and they are 
able to share their ideas. The teachers address both group and individual needs 
while fostering and reinforcing emergent literacy and math skills. Curriculum varies 
year to year based upon group dynamics, but the SPICES, particularly Community, 
are featured prominently in classroom studies. An integrated approach leads to 
cross-curricular exploration in literacy, numeracy, the arts, book writing and 
dramatic play.  
 
All classes focus on the following areas: 
 
Emergent Literacy Concepts: Daily story time, storytelling, creative dramatics, 
rhyming and independent book reading build an appreciation for reading and 
literature.  
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Emergent Math Concepts: Working with puzzles, sand, water, blocks, sorting and 
cooking help to develop early math concepts. 
 
Scientific Exploration: Children’s inherent curiosity is fostered through observations 
of nature (e.g. bugs, leaves, seashells), planned experiments (e.g. magnets, sinking 
and floating, freezing and melting), and engineering activities (e.g. blocks, weights 
and pulleys). 
 
Artistic Exploration: Art expression is experienced daily in the Art Center, where 
children can be found painting, drawing, gluing and working with found objects and 
playdough. 
 
 
V. DAILY SCHEDULE 
  
Opening and Closing Times 
The GFS Early Childhood Program classrooms open at 7:45 a.m. Teachers arrive 
earlier to prepare for the day, so though you may see them in the classroom, 
children and families should wait until 7:45 to enter.   
  
The primary day ends at 3:00 with opportunities for late day care until 5:00 and 
6:00. We know that sometimes a pick-up person gets stuck in traffic or held up at a 
meeting. Please call the play yard 215-849-6632 or your child’s classroom so that 
we can arrange teacher coverage. There is a late fee payable upon arrival.  
  
Morning Drop-off 
When you bring your child to school, a teacher, who is there to help your child settle 
into the day, will greet you.  Please use the classroom sign-in/-out sheet to mark 
your child present.  There is a comment space where you can jot down pertinent 
notes like “skipped breakfast” or “Granny will pick up.”  This information helps us to 
gauge your child’s mood or prepare for a change in the child’s routine.  You can also 
mention this information to the teacher at hand who will in turn pass the 
information on to the other teachers.   
  
Ideally, children should arrive no later than 8:15 each morning. Settling in early 
allows the child to experience free-time, table projects, connecting with friends and 
more.  It can be difficult to transition to the classroom later, when circle or specials 
have begun.  Each child is an important member of our classroom community! 
  
Mornings are busy times. If you have an issue, question or concern that deserves the 
full attention of a teacher, please touch base with us via email or telephone and we 
will arrange a time to address the issue. 
 
Morning Separation and Goodbye 
You and your child will settle into a morning routine. All children make the 
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transition to school, even though it may not seem that way at first.  Often, it is 
harder for parents to leave their children at the start of a school year, but it gets 
easier. In general, we recommend that you be positive, loving and brief at drop-
off.  For example, say, “I love you and I will see you after nap time.  Have fun 
painting!”  Teachers are positioned around the class to help you fine-tune your 
morning drop-off. It may not be easy all of the time, but rest assured that we love, 
comfort, and engage your child while you are away. 
  
Snack  
The children eat snack in the mid-morning, after rest time, and late in the day. 
Families pack all snacks and beverages. 
 
Lunch 
Children bring lunch from home. Please provide your children with a lunch that will 
replenish and fuel them with the energy necessary for a fun-filled busy day!  Each 
classroom is equipped with a microwave to warm up lunches. While leftovers from 
dinner can make an excellent lunch, pre-packaged frozen meals are discouraged 
because they take too long to heat and it is difficult for children to wait while their 
friends are eating.  The uneaten portion of your child’s lunch will be sent home so 
that you can gauge your child’s level of hunger and current likes and dislikes.  
  
The GFS Early Childhood Program respects the personal food choices and 
restrictions that families make for their children.  Please be sure to alert us to any 
food or ingredient restrictions. We also love to expand our culinary horizons so if 
you have any recipes that are traditional or favorites for your family, please share 
with us.  
 
Children are encouraged to learn to eat independently.  If you know that your child 
will only eat a peeled apple, please peel it at home.  We will help the children learn 
to pack and unpack their lunch boxes and open and close their containers.  We want 
them to feel successful about being independent. Please remember to send as many 
cups and eating utensils as are needed for the day. 
  
Food Allergies 
GFS has a food allergy protocol that is followed throughout the community. Early 
Childhood Program teachers are aware of the food allergies of all the children in the 
program and a master list is posted in each classroom.  Parents sometimes bring 
baked goods to celebrate special occasions, and if your child is allergic to dairy, 
wheat etc. you may want to consider keeping a supply of alternate treats in the 
classroom.  
  
Rest Time 
In the GFS Early Childhood Program, we believe that every child needs some 
downtime in the day, so every full day child rests, though every child does not sleep.  
Rest time begins at 12:30. Teachers sit with the children who nap to help them settle 
and calm their bodies. Nappers typically sleep for about an hour. Should you find 
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that your child is getting either too much or too little sleep at school, please let a 
teacher know. Non-nappers will still rest their bodies for a bit, but they will have the 
opportunity to get up and play, either outside or in the gym. 
 
Afternoons and Pick-up 
At the end of the school day, pick-up occurs in each child’s classroom. Children are 
only released to relatives or caregivers who are authorized on their emergency 
contact form.  If there is a change during the day, please call to let us know who will 
be doing the pick-up. Teachers will request photo identification of people who are 
not familiar. Children who stay for late day will be in different parts of campus 
depending on the time of day. Please check with your child’s teacher for specifics. 
  
Parking 
Parents should park on Germantown Avenue to drop off and pick up their children. 
Be sure to feed the meters because the Parking Authority makes frequent 
passes.  You can enter either through the gate at Ashmead, or, after 8:00 am, through 
the Friends Free Library. The Ashmead gate is   locked during the school day after 
9:00 am, but it is reopened at 12:15 p.m. and 2:15 p.m. for dismissal. 
  
VI. SPECIALS 
 
Music: Children learn about instrumental melodies, song, rhythm, tempo, dance and 
expression through singing, dancing and playing instruments. 
 
Library: Each week, the children head to the Friends Free Library for story time 
with the librarian. This weekly experience includes a read aloud and free reading. At 
the end of the special, the children select a book to check-out for the classroom 
library. 
 
Art: Studio time is both structured and open-ended. An artist works with the 
children each week exploring and discovering different materials and using them as 
a means of expression. Focusing on the basic elements of art provides children with 
the skills and language to create, explore and discuss art forms well beyond their 
early childhood years. During Art, the children typically engage in multi-session 
projects like portraiture, ceramics, and silk screening. 
 
Movement: This special is taught by a pediatric physical therapist who tailors the 
weekly sessions to the physical development of each class. The children are exposed 
to a variety of physical activities, such as yoga, parachute play and obstacle courses. 
Through this, they experience the joy of moving, strengthen fundamental motor 
skills and gain greater awareness and control of their bodies. Movement helps the 
children develop a positive attitude and appreciation for a lifetime of participation 
in regular physical activity. 
 
Meeting for Worship: The children of the Early Childhood Program attend a 
division-wide Meeting for Worship in the Meeting House once a month. All three 
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classes come together to share a story or poem, then sit quietly and think about the 
message of the story for a few minutes. Children may share their thoughts if they are 
so moved. We close each Meeting by shaking hands. In addition, when the 
community comes together for All-School Meeting for Worship, the children attend 
and typically sit with their partners from the Lower School. 
  
VII. FIELD TRIPS 
 
Our points of destination vary year to year but typically the Early Childhood 
Program visits natural centers, museums, and theater performances.  Early 
Childhood Program field trips usually begin around 9:00 a.m. and end by 12:30.  All 
children in a group are invited to attend field trips, even if it is a home day.  We try 
to take advantage of Germantown’s historic and cultural opportunities as well.  The 
children have walked to Revolutionary houses, sidewalk wall murals and the corner 
mailbox.  If trips are further afield, we take the GFS school buses, which are 
equipped with cross-lap seat belts.  Chaperones are always welcome, although 
sometimes space is limited so please check with teachers before each trip.  
 
 
VIII. CALENDAR 
 
The GFS Early Childhood Program follows the GFS school calendar, and closes for 
winter, spring, and summer breaks as well as several days throughout the year. 
Please refer to the  calendar, as dates may vary year to year. 
  
IX. HEALTH POLICY  
 
Illness 
Please refer to the Health Policy for specific details, but in general, children 
experiencing vomiting, diarrhea, lethargy, persistent coughs or general malaise 
should be cared for at home until they are feeling well enough to fully participate in 
school activities.  Making judgments about a child’s health can be difficult, especially 
in the midst of the morning rush, but please err on the side of caution. Because it’s 
fun, children often say that they really want to go to school when they would be 
better off recuperating at home. Please call or email us when your child is absent 
from school.  This way, when another child starts to droop we will already have a 
sense of what is going on, or more likely, going around.  Taking these actions will 
help everyone have a healthier year. 
  
Injury 
Teachers handle routine cuts, scrapes, temperature taking and the doling out of lots 
of tender loving care, but the school nurse is available to assist us in an event or 
accident deemed more serious.  Parents are called if an injury requires a doctor’s 
visit or is a big bump to the face or head.  All incidents are recorded and you receive 
a report that describes the nature and the treatment of the injury. Teachers are 
trained in first-aid, fire safety and CPR. The school also maintains four AEDs on 
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campus. 
    
Medication 
If your child is prescribed a medication from a physician and is feeling well enough 
to attend school, we will give the dose to your child. You must first fill out a 
medication consent form.  The medicine must be in its original container and should 
be handed to us directly versus being stored in the backpack.  If your child uses a 
nebulizer, inhaler or epi-pen we will store them safely as well.  The Nursery does 
not administer over-the-counter treatments such as acetaminophen.  Please do not 
send your child to school with lip balm or cough drops. 
 
 
X. PARENT PARTICIPATION 
 
You are invited to participate in the life of the GFS Early Childhood Program 
classrooms as much as inclination and time allow. Should you wish to contribute in 
some way, there are many opportunities for participation. 
  
Class Visits-We welcome you to share your special talent or hobby with us.  Perhaps 
you like to make muffins, read to children, or want to tell us about your 
profession.  Talk to your child’s teachers about scheduling a visit to the 
classroom.  In the past, we have enjoyed molding clay with a ceramicist, baking 
special German bread, and learning about recycling. Grandparents are always 
welcome too! 
  
Trip Chaperones-Parents are welcome to join us on field trips! Your help keeping 
hands off the masterpieces, taking children to the bathroom and nudging them 
awake on the bus is of great importance to us when we are out in the big 
world.  Since there is much to see and do on our trips, we ask that you refrain from 
bringing along younger siblings.  
 
 
XI. EVENTS 
 
Potlucks 
Each year there are two family potlucks, one in the fall and another in the spring. 
They are held in the play yard.  Parents, siblings, and extended family are invited to 
join the merriment.  A good time is always had by all.  It’s a great way to meet your 
child’s friends and to connect with other parents. 
  
Back-to-School Night 
There is a Back-to-School Night each fall after the start of the school year. This 
evening event enables you to take in what you may not at drop off and pick up times.  
The teachers will give you a glimpse into your child’s day, and parents have the 
opportunity to ask questions. Please keep in mind that the purpose of this evening is 
to familiarize parents with the teachers, activities and classroom routines. 
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Discussion of individual children will be saved for conference day. 
  
Photo Day 
Photo Day occurs early in September.  Portraits and class pictures are taken in the 
Little Gym.  If your children are not scheduled to come on that particular day, we 
invite you to accompany them to the photo session so that they can be present for 
the group shot.  Please be forewarned that Photo Day can be unnerving for a GFS 
Early Childhood Program child because it takes place early in the school year and 
early in the morning (8:00 a.m.). You will receive an order form before Photo Day.  
We’ll do our best to make the children comfortable, make the lines go quickly, keep 
the noses clean and to get them to smile!  There is always a re-take day later in the 
year.  
  
Admissions Coffee Hour  
Early Childhood Program parents are invited to meet with staff from the Admissions 
Office to learn about the Kindergarten application process and ask questions about 
anything and everything related to GFS and the admissions process. 
 
Classroom Coffee Hours 
The Caterpillar and Butterfly classes periodically host morning coffee hours for 
parents.  This is often combined with a “book release,” and art show, or unveiling of 
some other project that the children have been working on. 
 
Spring Performance   
In the spring, the GFS Early Childhood Program hosts a morning performance and 
slide show for all families.  
 
XII. SUPPLIES AND ATTIRE 
 
Basic Needs 
In general the needs for the children in each class are the same.  They need labeled 
clothes, a labeled backpack or tote bag, a labeled lunch bag or box, a nutritious, 
snack, lunch and drink, and a labeled sheet and blanket for nappers. Children who 
are not potty trained will need a supply of diapers and wipes. 

  
Labeling 
When all items of clothing and gear are labeled, the chance of misplacing or losing 
things diminishes.  Remember that a classroom with sixteen children adds up to at 
least thirty-two mittens!  Think of all those socks!  And not all children or teachers 
can distinguish between similar navy blue hats so please label, label, and label!  
  
Extra Clothes 
Each child should have at least one extra set of clothes.  Even if your child is as neat 
as a pin, you never know when a classmate will spill juice all over by accident or 
when eggs will bounce away from a cooking project.  
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Clothes and Footwear 
It is best to send your child in play-ready clothes that can withstand digging in sand, 
crawling on the floor, painting at the easel and more.  Moreover, the clothes should 
be comfortable for your child and weather-appropriate.  Shoes should be up to the 
challenge as well.  Sturdy shoes like sneakers work best!  Party shoes and sandals 
are great for home days, but not so great for playing and running at school. 
 
Outside Gear 
Because outside play is an important component of our day, it is essential that your 
children be prepared for the weather. Please dress your child in layers because the 
temperature of the play yard can vary fairly dramatically between morning and 
afternoon play.  We go outside for fresh air when the temperature is thirty-two 
degrees and above.  If you know that your child is not especially fond of the cold, 
send extra layers.  We love to play in the snow so please send snow gear when 
appropriate. Raincoats work best on dreary days.  Please leave umbrellas in the car, 
as they tend to pose a risk in a group of children. Please send a bottle of water in the 
backpack; it will travel with your child from classroom to play ground and back.  
  
Backpack 
Your children will want and need to carry their own backpacks and lunchboxes even 
if this means it now takes a bit longer to get to or from the car before and after 
school.  Try to match your children’s needs with their abilities.  Your children will be 
proud of their accomplishments.  Please check your child’s backpacks frequently for 
artwork, flyers, or plastic bags of soiled or wet clothes, etc. 
  
Lunch and Lunchbox 
Ideally, the lunch bag or box should fit inside the backpack.  Please try to buy one 
that allows your child to be independent with opening/closing and 
unpacking/packing.  Be on the lookout for lunch box mail. 
  
Rest Time 
If your child sleeps at rest time please send a small fitted sheet (crib-sized works 
best) and a blanket.  Your child may also want to bring a “lovey” to snuggle while 
resting.  These items will be stored in a bag hanging on your child’s hook.  They will 
be sent home weekly for laundering. If you child does not sleep, please bring a yoga 
mat (child size preferred). 
  
Home toys and Personal Items 
The GFS Early Childhood Program provides a wide selection of materials that will 
please your children’s senses, challenge their intellect, move their bodies and spark 
their imaginations, so home toys should stay at home or in the car.   We also urge 
you to keep special objects such as jewelry, money, and trinkets at home. We do 
welcome objects from nature, family photos, music cds and books to share. And 
remember, the aforementioned “lovie” is always welcome for naptime. 
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Lost and Found 
We like to say that lost items have just been misplaced for a little while.  Things 
often get left behind in the play yard at the end of the day.  When this happens, 
teachers try to get them back to their classrooms, but sometimes we store them 
overnight in Ashmead or even in the shed where we keep our tricycles.  Let us know 
when something is missing and we will do our best to track it down.  But remember 
that a hat is more likely to be quickly reunited with a child’s head if it is labeled.  
 
XIII. COMMUNICATION 
 
Getting to know your children and family is vital to the integrity of our division.  We 
value communication with you, whether it is by e-mail, telephone call, or quick chat 
in the morning or at pick up. Because the children are our primary concern, drop-off 
and pick up are not good times to speak at length, but please know that the teachers 
will speak to one another about your question or concern and get back in touch with 
you. 
  
Facebook 
In addition to a public Facebook page, the GFS Early Childhood Program has a blog 
for each classroom. Teachers post photos, announcements, and special news 
throughout the week.  
 
Conferences 
Conference day is held in November. The Early Childhood Program is closed so that 
teachers can devote the time to meeting with parents.  At the heart of our 
conversation lies the Quaker foundation that there is light (spirit or goodness) in 
everyone. We will talk about your child’s favorite activities, accomplishments, 
challenges, and discuss goals. We will also address any concerns you may have 
regarding your child’s school experience and or development.  
 
Progress Reports 
Families in the GFS Early Childhood Program receive two progress reports a year in 
the mail that describes your child’s development in respect to goals for the age.  
 
Communication regarding Individual Support and Plan of Action 
In the Early Childhood Program, we understand that children do not develop in a 
linear fashion. Occasionally teachers believe that a child may benefit from support in 
one or more areas of development. This is based upon observation, documentation 
(child’s work, photos, etc.) and collaboration with colleagues. In such cases, the 
starting point for supporting a child and proceeding forward in the child’s best 
interest is a parent-teacher conference. If your child is facing a challenge, we will 
schedule a meeting with you to discuss and create a plan of action together.  We 
want to be proactive when a child needs support or assessment. It is important that 
we work together as a team for your child. Please know that your child is a valued 
member of our community and we are dedicated to helping your child experience 
success and satisfaction as a learner and friend. At the end of the initial conference, 
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you will receive a written summary of teachers’ observations and concerns. The 
summary will also include any recommendations proposed during the conference. 
We will schedule a follow-up conference to discuss progress. In some instances, we 
will recommend that you consult with a professional that can address the specific 
needs of your child and/or help us understand more about your child. We will 
provide you with a resource list of professionals. In addition, each county provides 
certain free services for children less than five years that may be helpful. Consulting 
professionals who are experts in the fields of pediatric behavior, speech, physical 
and cognitive development can prove to be significant in helping your child progress 
and reach goals. When you consult with a professional, you will typically receive a 
written assessment of your child.  We encourage you to share this document with 
your child’s teachers so that we have a greater understanding and can implement 
the recommendations.  
 
Incident Reports 
In the event that your child is gets a boo boo or is injured at school you will receive a 
written explanation describing the nature of the incident, the treatment, and how 
your child reacted. The incident report will go home in your child’s lunch box. We 
will call you immediately if an injury is assessed as requiring a doctor’s treatment. 
 
 
XIV. BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 
School celebrations 
You are welcome to bring in treats to celebrate your child’s birthday with school 
pals.  Please speak to us to arrange a day and time and please plan to bring in 
enough for each child in the class.  We will gather together, have a moment of 
silence, and then sing the birthday song.  
  
Home celebrations 
Please be mindful that birthday parties held at home are a potentially emotional 
issue if discussed at school.  Children, mostly those in the older classes, may feel left 
out and confused if they are not invited to a party that their friends are talking 
about. The GFS policy is that if more than half the class is invited, the whole class 
must be invited. Please send invitations through the snail mail or e-mail rather than 
backpacks.  Thanks for your cooperation. 
 
XV. GFS CAMPUS 
 
Germantown Friends Meeting House 
There is a Quaker meeting for worship each Sunday morning at 10:30.  All are 
welcome.  There is also a small Meeting for Worship each month for parents and 
community.  This occurs the first Wednesday of each month at 7:45 in the Meeting 
House Social Room.  For more information, contact the Germantown Monthly 
Meeting at 215-951-2235. 
  



 15 

Friends Free Library 
Founded in 1874, this public library sits at 5418 Germantown Avenue. It is open 
year round. There is internet access, DVDs to borrow, periodicals, and over 60,000 
volumes on the shelves.  It is a hub of activity for both students and community 
alike.  
 
The Open Door  
 
The Open Door sells a variety of beverages and treats as well as GFS merchandise 
and select gifs. Proceeds benefit the GFS Community Scholars Division. 
  
Arts 
There is a varied display of artistic expression throughout the school. There are also 
wonderful choral, orchestral and dramatic productions happening in the school’s 
three theaters. 
 
Athletics 
To catch a game or match, check out the gyms on campus or venture to the fields on 
Midvale Avenue near Wissahickon Avenue. Go Tigers! 
 
Fun Day 
Each October the entire GFS community comes together to partake in crafting, 
eating and carnival activities.  It’s a great way to spend time with the whole school 
community. 
 
Please check the GFS web-site for the caldenar. 
  
XVI. SAFETY AND SECURITY/SCHOOL CLOSINGS 
 
GFS has a full-time security supervisor and a contracted staff of security officers.  In 
addition, there is a committee comprised of faculty, staff, and parents that meets to 
discuss ongoing campus issues. Security Officers patrol the perimeter and interior of 
the campus, and there are bicycle guards that travel around and through campus as 
well. The officers are easily recognized by their uniforms.  GFS is committed to 
keeping the campus open and encourages everyone in the community to contribute 
by approaching and offering to assist strangers on campus.  
  
Germantown Friends School has an emergency preparedness plan in place.  
The school conducts monthly fire drills as well as lock down and evacuation drills.  
  
Snow Days 
Germantown Friends School closes when the Philadelphia Public School District 
closes but may also close independent of the school district.  The school closing 
number is 120.  You can keep abreast of school closings by listening to local radio or 
television.  If the Philadelphia Public and Parochial schools close, then so do we.  But 
remember, we may close even when they remain open.  GFS has an alert system that 
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will notify you in case of closing. In addition please check the school’s website for 
up-to-the minute information.  
  
XVII. FACULTY AND AIDES 
 
Faculty 
The teachers in our division work as a team.  In general, the faculty is highly 
educated, and each teacher brings different educational backgrounds, work 
experiences, interests, and talents to the classrooms.  Please refer to the Teacher 
Profiles on the web site for details. 
  
Volunteers 
Some GFS seventh and eighth grade students volunteer in our division as part of 
their community involvement requirement.  In the Upper School there is a Big 
Sibling program in which students volunteer individually in classrooms.  They may 
work with the whole class, small groups, or even individual children. 
  
Upper School Aides 
The GFS Early Childhood Program Division employs Upper School students as aides 
in the afternoons.  The students support the teachers in much the same way that the 
volunteer helpers do.  For many, it is a first job.  They are wonderful assets to our 
division, and you may even find a great babysitter among the group. 
 
 
XVIII. TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
EC1   215-951-2313 
  
EC2   215-951-2344 
  
EC3              215-951-2351 
 
Play yard   215-849-6632 
  
GFS Switchboard 215-951-2300 
  
GFS Security  215-951-2335 
  
GFS Business Office 215-951-2336 
  
GFS Website  www.germantownfriends.org 
 
Early Childhood Website: 
  
http://www.germantownfriends.org/academics/early-childhood/index.aspx 
 

http://www.germantownfriends.org/
http://www.germantownfriends.org/academics/early-childhood/index.aspx
http://www.germantownfriends.org/academics/early-childhood/index.aspx
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