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Please enjoy the descriptions of the fun, enriching and play-centered 
clubs we have planned for the winter term.

All after-school clubs will begin the week of January 9, and end the 
week of March 6 (except for Set Design and Construction, which will 
begin on February 3; and Baseball: Preseason Training, which will end 
on February 18). Any make-up classes will take place during the week 
of March 13.

Note: Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble and World Percussion will be on 
hiatus during the winter term.
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1. ALL-STAR SPORTS 
WITH COACH C. AND OBVIOUS 
CHOICE ATHLETICS
Tuesdays, 3:10-4:10 p.m.  (no club 2/21) 
Grades:  1–5  |  Price:  $235

The All-Star Sports Club with Coach C. and 
Obvious Choice Athletics offers young athletes 
the opportunity to play and improve their skills 
in a wide range of sports, including soccer, 
floor hockey, Ultimate Frisbee and dodgeball. 
In addition to in-depth instruction, participants 
hone such important individual skills as 
hand-eye coordination, strategic thinking and 
sportsmanship—all while having loads of fun 
and playing games under the direction of GFS’s 
zaniest and most charismatic after-school coach.

2. ART STUDIO: 
A SPACE TO CREATE
Tuesdays, 3:10-4:15 p.m. (no club 2/21) 
Grades:  3–6  |  Price:  $225

This club is for colorful kids who love to express 
themselves creatively. Working with Jonathan 
Cammisa, a professional artist, graphic designer 
and illustrator, participants will broaden their 
understanding and appreciation of different 

artistic techniques while developing their own 
artistic skills. Each session will begin with the 
presentation of a style of art or a specific artist’s 
work, and be followed by drawing exercises and 
cooperative art games. Activities will be designed 
to get creative juices flowing, sharpen skills and 
simply have fun.

All skill levels are welcome and students will 
receive individual attention geared toward their 
specific areas of artistic interest, including 
collage, drawing, painting and more. Throughout 
the term, students will create a body of work that 
can be kept and incorporated into their school 
portfolio. Each member will need a hard-bound 
8-½” by 11” (or larger) sketchbook, which can be 
purchased at registration.

3. BALLET I: THE WIZARD OF OZ
Tuesdays, 3:10-3:55 p.m. (no club 2/21) 
Grades:  Preschool and Kindergarten  |  Price:  $245

Dancers will click their heels and skip down the 
Yellow Brick Road on their way to the Emerald 
City in this enchanting adaptation of L. Frank 
Baum’s timeless tale. Along their journey, dancers 
will encounter the Scarecrow, the Tin Woodsman 

> >  A L L - S TA R  S P O R T S  W I T H  C O A C H  C . 
A N D  O B V I O U S  C H O I C E  AT H L E T I C S
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and the Cowardly Lion as each learns the lesson, 
“You already have within you all you need to 
realize your heart’s desire.”

GFS is thrilled to welcome back professional 
ballet instructor Fallon Gannon, who will share 
her appreciation for and love of dance.

The performance of The Wizard of Oz is 
scheduled to take place on Tuesday, February 28.

Please note: Preschool students of any age may enroll. 
This class is open to dancers of all genders. Students 
will need their own ballet attire and slippers. Slippers, 
a leotard and tights, or a T-shirt with black leggings 
are recommended. Dancers should wear the attire they 
feel best suits them. Dancewear can be purchased 
through www.discountdance.com.

4. BASEBALL: PRESEASON 
TRAINING WITH COACH GUNN
Saturdays, 9-10:30 a.m.* 
Grades:  3–8  |  Price:  $175

This club is the perfect way for your child to 
prepare for the upcoming baseball season! Under 
the expert instruction of GFS Varsity Baseball 
Coach Tim Gunn, as well as current Tiger athletes 
and coaching staff, club participants will focus 
on a different skill each week, including hitting, 

fielding, batting, pitching and base-running. 
In addition, players will work on conditioning, 
flexibility and speed. Participants will need only 
a mitt, sneakers and a desire to work hard on 
fundamentals. This club will take place in the 
Smith Gym.

*Please note: This six-session club begins on Saturday, 
January 14, and ends on February 18.

5. BASKETBALL WITH COACH C. 
AND OBVIOUS CHOICE SPORTS
Fridays, 3:10-4:10 p.m. 
Grades:  Kindergarten–5  |  Price:  $235

Under the expert instruction of the Obvious 
Choice Athletics coaching team, Basketball 
Club participants will hone essential skills, such 
as shooting, passing, dribbling and defense. 
They will also work on game concepts, such as 
identifying opponents’ strengths and weaknesses 
and understanding basic defensive strategies. 
In addition to developing players’ conditioning, 
flexibility and speed, Coach C. will work with 
players to build self-confidence and physical 
endurance, while strengthening teamwork and 
sportsmanship skills.

> >  BALLET I: THE WIZARD OF OZ
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8. CHESS WITH ROSS COLBY: 
ROOKIES
Thursdays, 3:10-4 p.m. 
Grades:  Kindergarten-5  |  Price: $245

Although the Rookie Chess Club is designed to 
be the continuation of the fall club, newcomers 
are welcome to join (though they may want to 
consider arranging an individual lesson or two 
with Ross beforehand). This group will continue 
their study of center control, development of 
knights and bishops, and king safety. As always, 
the focus will be on thinking before touching and 
on asking ourselves, “What is my opponent trying 
to do?” and “What is going to happen to my piece 
if I go there?” The emphasis is not on winning, but 
on having fun while learning one of the world’s 
oldest and most popular games.

Please note: Students who participated in Rookie Chess 
during the fall term, and who wish to continue with 
chess during the winter term, should re-enroll in Rookie 
Chess.

9. CHESS WITH ROSS COLBY: 
INTERMEDIATE
Thursdays, 4:05-5:05 p.m. 
Grades:  2-8  |  Price:  $245

Intermediate Chess Club is geared towards 
students who have had at least a full year of chess 
instruction. The Intermediate group will continue 
learning about forks, pins, skewers, discovered 
attacks, and removing the defender. In addition, 
the GFS Chess Team will continue competing in 
monthly matches with the six other independent 
schools in our area where Ross coaches. In fact, 
the match scheduled for January 7, 2017, will take 
place on our “home turf” at Germantown Friends 
School!

Please note: ASPire coverage for students in 
Intermediate Chess will be available from 3:10–4:05 
p.m. for a modest additional fee.

> >  C H E S S  W I T H  R O S S  C O L B Y
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10. CREATIVE COOKING 
AND CRAFTS
Tuesdays, 3:10-4:10 p.m. (no club 2/21) 
Grades:  Kindergarten-2  |  Price:  $225

If your child enjoys crafting and cooking projects 
and if he or she can’t get enough of glitter and 
glue, sprinkles and spatulas, frosting and fondue, 
this tasty and colorful club taught by GFS’s own 
Food Services Director Jessica Borkosky is the 
ideal after-school activity!

Participants will learn how to needlepoint, crochet 
(or finger knit) and make greeting cards. The 
children will also make gifts for loved ones as 
well as those in need as part of our “Thinking of 
Others” initiative. Projects for those in need will 
include dog and cat toys for animals at a rescue 
shelter, and placemats for individuals living in a 
nearby nursing home. In addition to learning such 
skills as cake decorating and appetizer making, 
the children will make projects for themselves (or 
to give as gifts), including jewelry, painted boxes 
and Valentine kiss creatures.

11. DRAMA KIDS WITH JENNY 
HUTCHISON
Mondays, 3:10-4:10 p.m. (no club 1/16, 2/20) 
Grades:  Kindergarten-2  |  Price:  $235

This club is for kids who have boundless 
creative energy and love to perform! Drama 

Kids participants will learn the basic elements 
of performance, focusing on fundamental 
acting techniques, scene studies and character 
development. Students will also learn how to use 
their imaginations to create stories that will help 
them develop both poise and confidence in a fun-
focused program run by GFS third grade teacher 
Jenny Hutchison. 
Maximum number of students: 10

12/13. KARATE I & II
Mondays (no club 1/16, 2/20)  |  Price: $245

• KARATE I: Preschool and Kindergarten, 
3:10-4 p.m.

• KARATE II: Grades 1–5, 4-5 p.m.

Under the direction of expert martial artist Mr. 
Edgard Velez, Karate I and II students will learn 
and practice drills designed to condition their 
minds and bodies while also emphasizing fun. 
Mr. Edgard specializes in teaching children of all 
ages, experience levels and backgrounds, and he 
is dedicated to instilling the benefits of hard work, 
respect, compassion and drive both in and out of 
class.

ASPire coverage for students in Karate II will be 
available from 3:10-4 p.m. for a modest additional 
fee. If your child does not already own a gi (uniform), 
please purchase one and indicate the size at 
registration.

> >  KARATE
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14. LEGO ENGINEERING
Wednesdays, 3:10-4:10 p.m. 
Grades:  1-3  |  Price:  $245

If your child would—if given the opportunity—
spend every waking moment building with Legos, 
then this club is the perfect choice! Under the 
direction of master teacher Virginia Friedman, 
students will explore basic physics-related 
concepts, including pulleys, gears and levers. 
Each interactive club session will be filled with 
creativity and excitement, as students use their 
imaginations to address problems that will 
strengthen their reasoning and puzzle-solving 
skills while playing with the world’s greatest 
building toy!

Please note: If you happen to have any Legos you could 
contribute to the club, please drop them off with Helen 
in the Lower School Office.

15. LEGO MINDSTORM EV3 
ROBOTICS
Wednesdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Grades:  4-8  |  Price:  $245

Does your child routinely dismantle and 
reprogram the audio/visual equipment in 
your living room? Has he or she ever built a 
transformer out of an old alarm clock? If you 
answered yes to either of these questions, it’s time 
to encourage your young engineer to explore the 
world of robotics. Upper School Computer Science 
teacher Matt Zipin will introduce newcomers to 

the rudiments of robotic design and programming 
using the Lego Mindstorms™ system. More 
seasoned roboticists will continue honing 
their design and programming skills working 
in teams. Depending on time and ingenuity, 
design challenges may also include fetching a 
ball, following a track on the floor, navigating a 
maze, playing tag, reading and playing music and 
drawing pictures. 

ASPire coverage from 3:10–3:30 p.m. is included in the 
cost of the club. 

16. LET’S MAKE DINNER
Mondays, 3:15-4:30 p.m. (no club 1/16, 2/20) 
Grades:  3-6  |  Price:  $365

How wonderful would it be if your child were 
to arrive home with three servings of a fully 
prepared dinner? GFS chefs Jessica Borkosky 
and Steve Baumann will guide your child through 
the preparation of such delicious and nutritious 
entrees as chicken piccata and marsala, beef 
stroganoff and other popular dishes. As an added 
bonus, the entrees will incorporate grass-fed beef 
from Because of the View Farm in Jordanville, NY, 
donated by farmer Constance Young, GFS class 
of 1980. If you have extra mouths to feed, you can 
sign up for a four-, five- or six-serving option, 
available for an additional fee. 

Please note: The cost of all ingredients is included in 
the club fee.

> > L E G O  E N G I N E E R I N G
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17. THE LION KING:  THE 
MUSICAL**
Mondays, 3:10-4:30 p.m. (no club 1/16, 2/20) 
Grades:  2-8  |  Price:  $275

Join MacGuffin Theatre & Film Company’s 
own Liz Fredette, GFS class of 1998, who will be 
continuing to bring her prodigious talents to the 
production of Disney’s Academy Award-winning 
musical, The Lion King! Simba, Nala and Rafiki 
will join with the show’s many other enchanting 
characters to bring the African savannah to life on 
the Poley stage. Come dance to tribal rhythms and 
sing unforgettable songs, such as Elton John and 
Tim Rice’s Circle of Life and their Oscar-winning 
ballad, Can You Feel the Love Tonight? Even if you 
did not participate during the fall term, you are 
welcome to join in this amazing opportunity to 
journey from Pride Rock into the jungle and back 
again in this classic coming-of-age tale!

**Please note: This is a two-session club. Participants 
will need to re-register for the winter session of The 
Lion King in order to be eligible to perform in the final 
production. Interested newcomers are welcome to join, 
though they will not be given a major role, as those 
parts have already been assigned.

The performance of The Lion King will take place on 
Monday, April 10, with mandatory dress rehearsals 
scheduled for Monday, April 3, and Thursday, April 6.

18. THE LION KING  SET DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION WORKSHOP 
WITH MICHAEL KERNS
Fridays, 3:10-4:30 p.m.* (no club 3/10) 
Grades:  3-8  |  Price:  $165

Are you interested in recreating the African 
savannah on the Poley stage?  Want to try 
your hand at constructing Pride Rock and the 
sinister elephant graveyard? If so, join GFS’s own 
master builder and set designer extraordinaire 
Michael Kerns for this six-week Set Design and 
Construction Workshop, which will begin in 
mid-February (after the end of the Middle School 
winter sports season) and end right before spring 
break. If you enjoy working with your hands and 
expressing your creativity in three dimensions, 
don’t miss this opportunity to cut, sand, hammer 
and paint the colorful and creative sets!

*Please note: This six-session club begins on Friday, 
February 3, and ends on March 17.

> >  DRAMA CLUB:  THE LION KING
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MANDARIN
Diana (Wei Chen) Santarella will be out on maternity leave beginning in January 2017. Diana has 
arranged for her friend, Su Abigale, to teach our Mandarin classes for the remainder of the school year. 
Abigale is a graduate of the prestigious Beijing University, and she, like Diana, is deeply committed to 
teaching Mandarin to young children and igniting their curiosity about foreign cultures.

19. MANDARIN I: LITTLE PANDAS
Thursdays, 3:10-4:15 p.m. 
Grades:  Kindergarten–3  |  Price:  $195

The objective of this club is to develop a lifelong 
interest in a culture that spans millennia and is an 
influential player on the world stage. The program 
follows the My First Chinese Words curriculum, 
which offers an introduction to key vocabulary 
words and sentence structures. Students will also 
read supplementary Chinese storybooks, watch 
DVDs about Martial Arts and create arts and 
crafts related to Chinese holidays and traditions.

20. MANDARIN II: GOLDEN 
DRAGONS
Fridays, 3:10-4:15 p.m. 
Grades:  Kindergarten-3  |  Price:  $195

In the Golden Dragon group, students will 
continue to strengthen their Chinese skills 
through speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
They will review and practice basic terms 
throughout the class and will read supplementary 
Chinese storybooks, watch videos, sing Chinese 
songs and participate in cultural activities related 
to Chinese festivals. Under teacher Abigale’s 
direction, Golden Dragon students will have a 

well-rounded experience as they dig deeper into 
their study of Chinese language and culture.

21. MANDARIN III: JADE TIGERS
Thursdays and Fridays, 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
Grades:  4-8  |  Price:  $325

In the Jade Tiger group, students will continue to 
hone their Chinese skills in speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. They will follow the 
textbooks, My First Chinese Reader, Vol. 2 and 
Chinese Made Easy, Vol. 2, to learn the Chinese 
words and sentence patterns used in daily life. 
Under teacher Abigale’s direction, the Jade 
Tigers will expand their Chinese vocabulary and 
sentence structures using competitive games 
and group activities. Children are encouraged to 
practice their Mandarin through storytelling and 
play-acting. We will also practice writing essential 
Chinese characters.

Please note: This club meets twice a week, and for a 
modest additional fee, students in grades 4-8 who are 
not already enrolled in ASPire or MSAS are invited to 
attend from 3:10-4:15 p.m.

> >  M A N D A R I N
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22. RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE
Fridays, 3:10-4:10 p.m. 
Grades:  3-8  |  Price:  $245

In this extension of the fall-term course, students 
will continue to expand their vocabularies 
and enhance their conversational and reading 
abilities through class discussions, group work, 
simulations and oral presentations. Taught by 
native speaker and experienced educator Alex 
Lossett, this course will also focus on the essential 
elements of the Russian language, including the 
writing system, cases, conjunction and syntax. 
Participants will have the opportunity to discuss 
the question of Russian national identity through 
explorations of music, faith and folk beliefs. Ten 
minutes of daily homework (for a total of one hour 
per week) will be required of participants in order 
for the club to be worthwhile for the entire group. 

23/24. SOCCER SHOTS
Wednesdays  |  Price:  $185

• SOCCER SHOTS I: Preschool and Kindergarten, 
3:10-3:55 p.m.

• SOCCER SHOTS II: Kindergarten–2, 4-4:45 p.m.

Soccer Shots is returning to GFS this winter! The 
premier children’s soccer experience for children 
from preschool to second grade, this quality, 
high-energy soccer program with instruction from 
highly-trained coaches emphasizes skills and 
character development with fun, age-appropriate 
play. Soccer Shots instructors use each session 
to teach children important character and 
social concepts, such as teamwork, confidence 
and respect. Moreover, their weekly, semester-
long approach will take children from the most 
basic understanding of soccer through the 10 
fundamental skills all soccer players need to 
know. Finally, Soccer Shots teaches players 
positive life skills designed to leave a lasting 
impact on every child who participates.

Please note: ASPire coverage for students in Soccer 
Shots II will be available from 3:10-4 p.m. for a modest 
additional fee.

> >  S O C C E R  S H O T S
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25. STAGE LEFT: IMPROV AND 
SCENE STUDIES
Thursdays, 3:10-4:15 p.m. 
Grades:  3–5  |  Price:  $255 

Jenny Hutchison’s acclaimed Stage Left: 
Improv and Scene Studies Club offers Lower 
School thespians the opportunity to develop 
their knowledge of and interest in all aspects of 
theater arts. Classes promote self-confidence, 
communication and creativity, and will include 
such topics as acting, directing, singing, 
improvisation, set design and movement.

26. YOU GO GIRLS™ POLAR 
EDITION
Thursdays, 3:10–5 p.m. 
Grades:  3–5  |  Price: $255

YOU GO GIRLS™ is a club that supports 
sisterhood and self-esteem in the context of 
running. Under the direction of GFS parent and 
running enthusiast Katie Scrivner, and Varsity 
GFS runner Taryn Barrett, this dynamic group of 
young women will set and reach goals they never 
imagined possible. In addition to running, club 
participants will build self-confidence and deepen 
friendships.

The girls will be running outside during the 
winter term. When the weather isn’t suitable, 
YGGirls™ will practice yoga and mindfulness 
techniques, learn about accomplished female 
athletes, and make (and eat) healthy snacks. It 
is recommended that participants have proper 
running shoes as well as layers for winter’s chilly 
and blustery weather.

> >  YOU GO GIRLS ™ POLAR EDITION
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> >  YOU GO GIRLS ™ POLAR EDITION

TWO “YOU CAN BUILD IT” CAMPS
March 20-24, 2017

Join the ASPire Team for five days of nonstop 
creative fun during the first week of spring break.

DESIGN AND BUILD IT MAKER CAMP 
Grades:  Kindergarten–8

CODING, MINECRAFT  AND 
ROBOTICS CAMP 
Grades:  2–8

Both camps will focus on daily themes, such 
as architecture and construction, storytelling 
and science. Mark your calendar for a week of 
imagination-filled camp, which will run from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. each day.

To take advantage of a $65 early-bird discount, 
please register before January 15, 2017. After this 
date, the price for the full week will increase from 
$295 (or $65/day) to $360 (or $75/day); on March 
10, the price will increase to $385 (or $80/day).

SPRING BREAK BASEBALL CAMP
March 20-23, 2017  |  Grades:  2-8

Join GFS Varsity Baseball Coach Tim Gunn for 
four mornings of core skill-building. During 
the camp, players will focus on improving 
their hitting, base running and other team 
fundamentals, in addition to honing their 
defensive skills in a variety of positions, including 
infield, outfield, pitching and catching. 

GFS varsity team members will join the camp 
at 11 a.m. each day to assist with drills that are 
tailored to specific aspects of the game, and will 
incorporate this instruction and drill work into 
simulated games.

The price for the four-day camp, which will run 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., is $175. The early-bird 
discount price through January 15, 2017, is $150; 
on March 10, the price will increase to $195.

Refunds for Spring Break Camps will be available on or before February 15, 2017, minus a $50 registration 
fee ($35 for Baseball Camp). After this date, all sales will be final and no refunds will be given in the event 
of illness, early withdrawal, dismissal or absence.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
FOR SPRING BREAK CAMPS!
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Upon registering, Lower School parents will 
need to update dismissal information for 
their children. The confirmation email will 
include a link to a Change in Dismissal form. 
It is essential that parents fill out this form in 
order to inform the Lower School Office of all 
changes in dismissal and pick-up plans.

We wish for all students to be able to 
participate in programming offered by GFS. 
Financial assistance is available for qualifying 
families. If you would like your child to 
participate in an after-school activity and you 
anticipate needing assistance, please 
contact Mirangela Buggs at 
mbuggs@germantownfriends.org.

Although clubs are designed for particular 
grade levels, we may be able to accommodate 
interested students from outside of the 
designated grades provided that space is 
available and the instructor approves. Please 
contact afterschool@germantownfriends.org 
for further information.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Betsy Neiva, Director
31 West Coulter Street
Philadelphia, PA  19144
(215) 951-2384
afterschool@germantownfriends.org

REGISTRATION

Online registration will begin on Tuesday, December 13, 2016, at 5:45 p.m. 
Visit www.germantownfriends.org/extendedday to find the registration 
button that clicks through to Active Network. Enrollment is limited, so we 
encourage you to sign up early!
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