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STAT E M E N T  O F 
P H I LOS O P H Y

J a n u a r y  T e r m  e n a b l e s  o u r 
c o m m u n i t y  t o  l i v e  t h e  m i s s i o n  a n d 

v a l u e s  o f  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  e x p l o r e 
n e w  p a s s i o n s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d 

i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  w a y s  o f  l e a r n i n g 
a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o u r s e l v e s . 

T h r o u g h  a  m o d i f i e d  s c h e d u l e  a n d 
c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e 

r e g u l a r  c u r r i c u l u m ,  J a n u a r y  T e r m 
p r o v i d e s  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s 

a  s p a c e  f o r  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n , 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n .
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MAJ O R  C L AS S ES

1 • Astronomy
Tracey Spinka

Astronomy will take a tour of celestial objects 
whose scale, energy, and age are hard to 
comprehend, yet are governed by the same 
physical concepts that apply on earth. Through 
demos, lectures, and labs, this course will help 
students make connections between principles 
learned in their physics and chemistry courses 
and the workings of the cosmos. Using images 
and data from current and past space missions, 
as well as terrestrial observations, students will 
learn about scientists’ current understanding 
of our observable universe. Astronomy 
demonstrates the scientific process at work, 
where new observations are shaping current 
theories. In this course, students will participate 
in this process through involvement with Citizen 
Science Projects. Note: Students who have taken 
this course in the past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 |  
Three 120-minute classes per week

2 • Current Supreme Court Term
Jeremy Ross

This course will examine cases pending before 
the U.S. Supreme Court in the current 2017-
2018 term. It will open with a look at the Court’s 
jurisdiction and organization, and students will 
then select three of the cases on the Court’s 
docket for an up-close look. This will involve 
reading the briefs and the chief prior relevant 
opinions (much but not all of which can be done 
in the classroom), and will culminate in three 
mock arguments by student counsel for both 
parties before a mock court of student justices 

who must then decide the case and justify their 
opinions. Note: Students who have taken this 
course in the past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 10, 12 | 
Three 120-minute classes per week

3 • Dance-Theater Lab: Devising
Jake Mil ler

Creative collaboration, interpersonal 
communication, imaginative play, and risk-
taking are the foundations for this study in 
play- and dance-making. The course begins 
with movement-based ensemble training and 
culminates in the creation and performance of 
an original piece of dance-theater. The content 
of the piece will be generated entirely through 
the collaborative process of the group; students 
will work as dancers, movers, actors, writers, 
dramaturgs, choreographers, and technicians 
in the creation and production of original work. 
No specific experience necessary. However, this 
will be a highly physical exploration and creative 
process, so be prepared to move and sweat it out 
together!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 120-minute classes per week

4 • Documentary Film History
& Production
Sarah Detwi ler

This course explores the documentary format by 
reviewing a variety of films from different eras, 
then making your own short films on topics of 
local interest that inspire you. We will review 
the history of documentary, how it has changed, 
and how best to use this medium to describe 

THE FOLLOWING MAJOR CLASSES MEET 6 HOURS PER WEEK
Students will take 12 hours of major classes per week. 

*Please note: The duration of class periods listed may be subject to change.
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and reveal a subject. Students participate in the 
planning, filming, and editing of a 5-minute film. 
Topics will be local to Germantown: a business 
or restaurant, a local hero, an historical event, or 
an issue of community concern. Students serve 
as camera operators, directors, writers, sound/
light specialists, or editors in this collaborative 
process. Note: Students who have taken this 
course in the past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 180-minute classes per week

5 • The Fourth Amendment: Police 
Officers and Your Rights
Ted Oxholm

Police brutality and abuse seem to be pervasive 
in today’s news. From stop-and-frisk to killing 
unarmed citizens, police actions are increasingly 
in the public eye. Even if you are not afraid for 
your health or safety, you may want to know your 
rights. When can a police officer stop you on 
the street or in your car? When can they pat you 
down? And if you do get beaten up or detained, 
can you sue a police officer for violating your 
rights? This class will answer these questions 
and more by diving into the Fourth Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, which is our primary 
legal protection against “unreasonable searches 
and seizures.” The class will focus on the 
Supreme Court cases that have helped to define 
this fundamental American freedom.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 120-minute classes per week

6 • From Oscar Micheaux to 
Tyler Perry
André Rober t  Lee

In this course, we will study the works of 
Tyler Perry and Oscar Micheax, two complex 
filmmakers who have changed the face of cinema. 

Each has entertained and offended millions. Each 
has been considered controversial when it comes 
to issues of presenting people of color in their 
works. Did Micheax influence Perry? Did they 
hurt the experience of black people with their 
work? We will watch, analyze, and discuss the 
work of these filmmakers as a class.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 180-minute class per week

7 • Going to the Dogs
Robin Nourie

Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best friend. 
Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read. –Groucho 
Marx

Dogs and books! Books and dogs! What more 
could a student ask for? In this class, we will 
look at dogs from both a literary perspective—
reading fiction and poetry about dogs, as well as 
writing about dogs—and from a working-world 
perspective—learning about police dogs, rescue 
dogs, comfort dogs, service dogs, etc. We will 
also explore the latest thinking on dog cognition. 
Together we will experience the dog world in 
all its mystery and richness! Required field trip. 
Note: Students who have taken this course in the 
past may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 120-minute classes per week

8 • The Language of Film
Greta Ham

This course will explore how film communicates 
in ways other than dialogue, e.g. editing, scene 
composition, lighting, etc. Students will learn 
how to critically analyze the messages which are 
communicated in a nonverbal manner, and how 
they, as viewers, may be manipulated through 
such means. They will gain facility in looking 
at and analyzing film, and familiarity with 
different forms and techniques of filmmaking. 

MAJOR CLASSES 6 HOURS PER WEEK
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Students will also consider the impact of film on 
culture and society, and how issues of identity 
are explored through cinema. Assessments will 
include the creation of a still-image film/story 
and critiques of individual scenes. We will view 
material from R-rated movies (e.g. violence, 
brief zombie nudity), so parental permission is 
required. Note: Students who have taken this 
course in the past may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: Parental permission | Grade 
level: 10, 12 | Two 180-minute classes per week

9 • Meteorology
Mark Croxford

Did you spend last weekend binge-watching 
the Weather Channel? If so, you should take 
this class, in which students use basic scientific 
principles to construct an understanding of the 
atmosphere, a crucial component of earth science 
that many do not understand. Students will learn 
cloud types, how to read weather maps in order 
to make forecasts, and gain an understanding 
of thunderstorms, snowstorms, and hurricanes. 
During the month, we’ll likely visit a local news 
station’s weather center. Students will be graded 
on many lab activities, which will analyze actual 
data, and will complete the course by doing 
independent analyses of a historic tornado 
outbreak. We will also take breaks to understand 
and appreciate any major weather events that 
occur! Note: Students who have taken this 
course in the past may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 180-minute classes per week

10 • Our Electrical Grid and 
Alternative Energy Technology
Brian Riggs

From a technical perspective, we will study the 
current state of electrical power supply and 

delivery in the USA, and what alternatives are 
becoming available. Working in groups, students 
will learn and present their findings on topics. 
Brief assigned readings and presentations by the 
instructor or guest speakers will also be given. 
Week 1: History of our current electrical grid 
and demand timing; oil and coal power plant 
technology; nuclear electrical generation; decay 
of infrastructure. 
Week 2: Renewable energy sources: solar and 
photovoltaic, wind, geothermal, ocean thermal 
energy conversion, tides, and waves. 
Week 3: Storage: battery technology and fuel 
cells.
Week 4: Alternative fuels: biomass and biofuels, 
hydrogen and solar fuels, methane hydrates.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 120-minute classes per week

11 • Professional Set 
Construction
Michael Kerns & Sloane Carney

This class will lead students through the process 
of constructing and installing a professional 
theatrical set for the Cabaret performance of Pig 
Iron Theatre’s annual fundraiser. A project of this 
scale requires precise planning and execution 
to meet deadlines set by the theatre company’s 
production staff. This class will teach students 
how to bring a design to fruition, starting 
with the creation of a plan based on the set 
designer’s drawings, which includes engineering, 
scheduling, budgeting, and identifying and 
ordering materials. The primary focus of class 
time will be on implementing this plan through 
the building and installation process. This will 
be an intense, hands-on experience for a limited 
number of students who are serious about 
learning how to manage, execute, and install a 
small, professional theatrical set. Note: Students 

MAJOR CLASSES 6 HOURS PER WEEK
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MAJOR CLASSES 6 HOURS PER WEEK

who have taken this class in the past may 
choose it again.
Prerequisite: Technical theatre experience 
(grade 8 or US) and instructor permission 
Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Three 120-minute 
classes per week

12 • The Social Contract
J im Barron

This course will explore the political theories 
of three philosophers of the age of Scientific 
Revolution and Enlightenment: Thomas Hobbes 
(1588-1679), John Locke (1632-1704), and Jean-
Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778). Topics will include 
social contract, state of nature, civil society, 
natural law, natural right, authority, sovereignty, 
government, liberty, and citizenship. The course 
will address the following questions (among 
others): What is the relationship of government 
to the people who establish it? Is civil society the 
natural state of people? Are people changed for 
better or for worse by their social associations? 
Are people naturally equal, or is equality the 
result of the social contract? Are we free to return 
to the state of nature? There will be nightly 
readings in preparation for class discussions and 
lectures. The final week of classes will consist of 
topical debates based on the first three weeks of 
readings, lectures, and discussions.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 120-minute classes per week
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13 • Art and Social Change
Megan Culp & Robin Fr iedman

We must never forget art is not a form of 
propaganda, it is a form of truth. –JFK

An artist’s place is to provoke, to voice, and to 
enlighten. Today, more than ever, we need to 
stop, look, and listen, to directly confront social 
(and political) inequality. But art can do more 
than confront issues: it can be a critical catalyst 
for change. From Picasso’s “Guernica” and 
the Mexican muralists to Shepherd Ferry and 
Cuban artist Tania Brugera, from Ai Wei Wei to 
printmakers and social-practice artists, people 
have been making art to confront social problems 
and incite change. The heart of this class will 
be your own art making in response to a social 
issue that concerns you. Our creative work will 
be framed by readings from the activist how-to 
book You Are More Powerful Than You Think, and 
the study of activist movements of the past and 
present. The class will culminate in an action/
celebration of our work together.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

14 • Basque Culture
John Ceccat t i  & Rosario Manion

Do you want to learn about one of the oldest 
cultures and languages in the world? The Basque 
people have lived for millennia on the western 
edge of the Pyrenees Mountains, and have 
maintained their distinctive language and culture 
despite attempts to make them assimilate with 
neighboring Spain and France. You will learn to 
speak the Basque language (at least some key 
phrases!) and sing songs, dance Basque dances, 

play Basque games, and appreciate Basque food, 
history, and culture. Student work will include 
reading a book on the history of the Basque 
people, participating in class discussions, writing 
an essay, and engaging in all class activities.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

15 • Becoming a Supple Leopard
Matt Sheehan & Alan Van

Using multiple chapters from the book Becoming 
a Supple Leopard, this course will teach the 
importance of taking care of our bodies through 
flexibility, mobility, and stability. Implementing 
these techniques will empower student-athletes 
to share their knowledge of the subject—and 
will have positive benefits both on and off the 
field. Students will learn how to perform basic 
maintenance on their bodies, unlock athletic 
potential, live pain free… and become SUPPLE 
LEOPARDS!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

16 • Bioethics
Meg Goldner Rabinowitz & Alyson Solomon 

Bioethics combines science, medicine, law, 
religion, and philosophy to evaluate ethical 
issues in the biological sciences and medicine.  
In this class, students will be introduced to the 
basics of bioethical theory and the principles 
of autonomy, nonmaleficence, beneficence, 
and justice. Students will use these ideas to 
analyze controversial issues, such as mandatory 
vaccination policies, the allocation of scarce 
resources, or death with dignity. For their 

MAJ O R  C L AS S ES

THE FOLLOWING MAJOR CLASSES MEET 3 HOURS PER WEEK
Students will take 12 hours of major classes per week.

*Please note: The duration of class periods listed may be subject to change.
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MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK

final project, students will create a poster and 
infographic on a topic of personal interest.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

17 • Biology of the Senses
Bob Lynam

How do you sense and understand the world 
around you? This course will investigate how 
sensory input is received from your environment 
and how this information is then processed and 
organized by the brain to form your perceptions. 
It will include lab activities and classroom 
lectures about the various sensory systems and 
how they integrate in your nervous system. Short 
videos and readings related to our classwork will 
be assigned. Note: Students who have taken this 
class in the past may NOT choose it again. 
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

18 • Bon Appétit: La Gastronomie 
Française (in English)
Amy Celentano

This course will explore French culture through 
its food. The history of food preparation, food 
selection, and influential chefs who shaped 
French food habits will help create a context 
by which to view contemporary French culture. 
Each student will research a specific region, 
culminating in a comprehensive overview of 
the festivals, foods, and beverages. In addition 
to producing reflection papers and oral 
presentations, basic cooking skills will be taught 
and practiced during one class period a week 
(mayonnaise, vinaigrette, truffles, for example). 
Note: Students who have taken this class in the 
past may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week 

19 • A Brief History of 
Humankind
Andrew Lee

Interested in discussing the entirety of human 
history from a big-picture perspective? Students 
in this course will read the book Sapiens: A Brief 
History of Humankind (by Yuval Noah Harari, 
2015). We will examine the biggest themes 
of history and explore provocative questions, 
such as, “Based on our history so far, will Homo 
sapiens be replaced by another human species 
in the near future?” This course is open to all 
students who enjoy posing and trying to answer 
these kinds of questions.  
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

20 • Caribbean Cooking
Aaron Preetam

Cilantro vs. culantro? In this course, we will 
discuss, cook, and eat traditional West Indian 
and Hispanic foods. The following is a list of 
the recipes that we will prepare and taste: roti 
(naan), fry bake, curried chicken, stew chicken/
chunks (texturized vegetable protein), tostones 
(fried green plantains with garlic), platanos 
maduros (fried ripe plantains), arroz con pollo y 
habichuelas (chicken with rice and beans), and 
pernil (garlic-infused roast pork shoulder). Note: 
Students who have taken this class in the past 
may NOT choose it again. 
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

21 • CANCELLED
Child Development & Parenting
Mar yanne Rawlings

Being a parent or child-care provider comes with 
a seemingly never-ending number of questions 
on a range of topics. Using the community and 
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MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK

campus as one of our tools, students will explore 
the philosophies and research surrounding 
human development, from birth through 
adolescence. Research topics may include 
brain development, sleep, movement, nutrition, 
preventative medicine, language development, 
fostering independence, discipline, musical and 
artistic development, and empathy building.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

22 • Cooking
Devra Ramsey

Breakfast, lunch, snacks, dinner; four weeks, four 
meals. In Cooking, we will make several courses 
for each of these meals. Sign up because you 
want to cook, clean up, discuss recipes, and eat. 
This is a hands-on experience to expose you to 
different foods and basic cooking techniques. 
(Please ask for guidance about signing up if you 
have significant dietary restrictions or allergies.) 
Note: Students who have taken this class in the 
past may NOT choose it again. 
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

23 • Current Events: 
Decoding History
Andrew Lee

This class is a safe space for students to explore 
news events by critically reading, discussing, and 
evaluating news articles. The subject material 
will depend on world events occurring on a daily 
basis, and will include foreign policy, politics, 
and the arts. In order to contextualize our review 
of daily events, we will take up the political 
(and ultimately philosophical) question of what 
makes news “news.” Students will develop a 
deeper and clearer understanding of news events, 
strengthen their research and presentation 
skills, and learn to empathize with a variety 

of different viewpoints. Assessments will be 
based on participation and the construction and 
presentation of an original Op-Ed piece on a 
topic of interest. Note: Students who have taken 
this course in the past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

24 • Cryptography
Elena Quant

Ru blf xzm wvxlwv gsrh nvhhztv, gsrh xlfihv 
ru uli blf! In this course, we will explore some 
basic forms of cryptography. We’ll start the first 
two weeks with simple ciphers and decoders, 
and post secret messages to each other in 
public that only we can understand! The second 
half of the class will be dedicated to a short 
introduction to number theory and digging into 
RSA encryption. (That’s the encryption your 
computer uses.) Eventually we’ll be able to send 
more complicated messages that are close to 
impossible to break. Throughout the course, we’ll 
uncover clues to a master puzzle that hopefully 
we’ll be able to solve by the end of the month!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

25 • Design, Modeling & 
Construction with 3D Printers
John Henderson & Michael  Wil l iamson

Calling all artists, experimental architects, and 
makerspace enthusiasts! In this course, you will 
delve into a 3D printing and design process 
from paper to finished product. The first task 
is to design a 2D tessellation on paper, then 
use that paper design to learn the challenging-
but-essential Google SketchUp—and (of 
course!) print your tessellating tiles. During the 
remaining classes, students will follow the same 
paper-to-SketchUp process to create their own 
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personal designs, including 3D curved surfaces, 
nets, and scenes.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

26 • Design Thinking: The Social 
Good Project
Megan Culp & Meg Cohen Ragas

Design Thinking is a human-centered, 
collaborative, and creative approach to solving 
problems and creating new concepts. A collection 
of techniques and mindsets that enables us to 
identify underlying needs through empathy, 
feedback, and innovation, it helps transform 
people into fearless and effective Changemakers. 
In this course, students will work in small groups 
and, utilizing the five basic principles of design 
thinking—empathize, define, ideate, prototype, 
and test, tackle real-life problems by determining 
the needs and interests of a partner organization 
in the Germantown community. The class will 
include site visits to interview subjects (our 
“users”) and project presentations. Are you ready 
to innovate?
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

27 • Documenting Philadelphia’s 
Monuments & Murals
John Ceccat t i

“Sites of Memory”—monuments, memorials, 
and museums that commemorate historical 
events—convey explicit and implicit messages 
from a society about which events and people 
are considered significant and meaningful 
(and, by their absence, which are viewed as 
not important). These sites can be venerated 
places, iconic tourist destinations, and also the 
foci of discord and dissent. In this class, you 
will document such sites in Center City and 

Germantown, conduct historical research about 
how they came to exist, and develop a website to 
present class findings.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

28 • The Drawing Machine: 
Experimental Construction
Susan Lowr y & Sarah Zwerl ing

Students will invent a drawing machine of their 
own design that, when activated, will render 
dynamic line drawings. The machine’s movement 
will rely on natural elements, such as gravity 
and wind. Construction will rely on found 
materials and might include wood, wire, string, 
hardware, and tape. Design and construction 
will progress from simple to complex, small to 
large scale, and will involve both individual and 
collaborative efforts. Students will generate 
drawings in various media with their machine.  
No prior experience is necessary. Some research 
and design development outside the studio is 
required. We encourage students to bring a sense 
of curiosity and humor to their work.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

29 • Embracing the City Through 
Fitness
Tom Myran

Students will participate in various fitness 
experiences that the City of Philadelphia has 
to offer. Weekly off-campus trips may include 
ice skating, rock climbing, yoga, spinning class, 
bowling, or hiking on the Wissahickon trails. 
This is a physically challenging class. Note: 
Students who have taken this course in the past 
may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK
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30 • Engineering Design
John Henderson & Tracey Spinka

Engineering Design presents participants with 
weekly design challenges inspired by real-world 
engineering problems. Creativity and ingenuity 
will guide students as they seek to solve 
problems through building models with required 
specifications and prescribed materials. Bridges, 
towers, and other classic design challenges will 
be explored as students lead, challenge, and 
collaborate with teams of peers.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

31 • Epidemiology
Gen Nelson & Alyson Solomon

Epidemiology is the study of the patterns, causes, 
and effects of health and disease conditions 
in populations. It is the cornerstone of public 
health, and the work of epidemiologists often 
shapes policy decisions. Epidemiologists 
help with study design, data collection, and 
statistical analysis. In this class, students will 
learn about different types of studies, such as 
case series, case-control studies, cohort studies, 
and randomized controlled trials. In addition, 
students will be introduced to the concepts of 
correlation, causation, validity, bias, and error. As 
part of this class, students will design and carry 
out original epidemiological studies.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

32 • Hamilton: Biography and 
Broadway
Ava Charlot  Lazin ’20 & L isa Burns

Students in this class will spend inspiring hours 
reading, discussing, and learning about our 
Founding Fathers as we focus on Ron Chernow’s 
biography, Alexander Hamilton, and Lin-Manuel 

Miranda’s brilliant score and lyrics for the 
Broadway musical “Hamilton.” We will read aloud 
from Miranda’s libretto, including his wondrous 
footnotes, as well as the referenced passages 
from the primary source, Chernow’s Hamilton. 
The class will include a field trip to New York 
City, where we walk through Trinity Cemetery 
and the Federal Building, where President George 
Washington’s inauguration happened, then 
down Wall Street to the American Museum of 
Finance, which houses a special room dedicated 
to Alexander Hamilton; or we will walk the 
Hamilton Tour in Philadelphia instead. Note: 
Students who have taken this course in the past 
may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

33 • High Crimes & 
Misdemeanors: The Watergate 
Scandal
Joe McGear y

This class will examine Watergate, the political 
scandal that caused the downfall of Richard 
Nixon, the only American President to resign 
from office under threat of impeachment and 
possible criminal prosecution. Our main text will 
be Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein’s All The 
President’s Men, based on their Pulitzer Prize-
winning reporting on Watergate in the pages of 
The Washington Post. We will also watch scenes 
from the film based on the book, starring Dustin 
Hoffman and Robert Redford, and documentary 
and newsreel footage from the Watergate 
Hearings. To enrich our understanding of the 
political climate that led the Nixon White House 
to break the law by burglarizing the headquarters 
of the Democratic National Committee during 
the election campaign of 1972, we will also 
take a look at two documentaries on related 
“scandals” of the time, both interwoven with 
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the story of Watergate. The course will examine 
whether distinctions can and ought to be made 
between the “high crimes and misdemeanors” 
of the Nixon White House and the acts of civil 
disobedience by ordinary citizens who were 
morally opposed to the Vietnam War
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

34 • Hip Hop Pedagogy: Power, 
Identity, and Social Change
Mikael Yisrael

In this debate-format course, students will use 
hip hop to examine inequality and identity 
in American society, including race, gender, 
sexuality, social class, mass incarceration, the 
drug economy, and education. Using scholarly 
and popular texts, film, and rap lyrics, students 
will be challenged to consider how popular 
identity and culture might facilitate or hinder 
social change. Combining ideas from theories 
of social movements, students will explore how 
hip hop can be used to resist and challenge 
inequality, “speak truth to power,” and affect 
social change. Students will develop critical 
thinking, writing, and reading-comprehension 
skills through hip hop, and will keep a “Rhyme 
Book” as a reflective journal. 
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

35 • A History of Protest in 
Sports
Mike L intulaht i

Colin Kaepernick represents one of the most 
recent examples of an athlete utilizing the 
sports platform as a forum for issues of social 
justice. From Emily Davison disrupting the 1913 
Kentucky Derby to Muhammad Ali’s position 
as a conscientious objector of the Vietnam War, 
numerous examples of the power of sport as a 

tool for protest exist. This course will examine 
the role that athletes play as public figures in 
creating a discourse around issues of equity. 
Are celebrity athletes qualified to “speak out?” 
What are the potential consequences for taking 
a stand? Current events will guide initial 
conversations before diving into the long history 
of athletes as activists.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

36 • Investigating Sherlock
Anne Gerbner

“Perhaps the greatest of all the Sherlock Holmes 
mysteries,” wrote T.S. Eliot, “is this: that when 
we talk of him we invariably fall into the fancy 
of his existence.” Even though Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle created the fictional Sherlock Holmes in 
1887, the Victorian detective seems to have taken 
on a life of his own, as his character and stories 
have been adapted, re-interpreted, and revised in 
many cultures and media. In this course, students 
will read seven Sherlock Holmes stories and one 
novella as we piece together Holmes’ fictional 
life: his first case in 1880 as a college student, his 
partnership with Dr. Watson, his most famous 
cases, his various bad habits, his disappearance, 
and his presumed death. Students will also 
examine how various adaptations reshape 
Holmes’s character and renegotiate the dynamics 
of power and authority, and research a topic 
of their choice: perhaps an aspect of Victorian 
culture or Holmes’ use of forensics? But most 
of all, we will delight in the mystery of Sherlock 
Holmes’ character and examine the clues that 
explain his enduring popularity.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK
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37 • Islamic and Christian 
Medieval Literature
Pierce Bul ler

The medieval epic—stories of Arthur, Gawain, 
Beowulf, and other medieval heroes—has largely 
been limited in English to literature of Northern 
Europe. Now, through a new translation, the 
medieval literature of the Islamic world is 
more readily available for study. We will read 
a selection of these Islamic stories, as well as 
Western texts, such as Gawain and the Green 
Knight and The Fight at Finnsburg, and see 
what our comparative studies reveal about east 
and west. We will also consider the “modern 
medieval,” including the Game of Thrones 
phenomenon, and seek to connect our present 
interest with that of the past. Short writing 
assignments, one longer essay, and meaningful 
class participation are course requirements.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

38 • It’s Not Rocket Science… Oh, 
Wait, It Is!
Larr y Ottman

In this introduction to model and sport 
rocketry, students will learn the basics of 
rocket terminology, assembly, flight, and, 
most importantly, safety. This year’s class will 
also focus on the contributions to the field 
from women and people of color, as we read 
and discuss the book Hidden Figures while 
constructing and prepping three models that will 
(hopefully!) be successfully flown and recovered. 
Please note: We use epoxy for construction in 
this course. While proper safety precautions will 
be taken, students with a known allergy should 
consult the teacher before signing up.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

39 • Kazuo Ishiguro: Never Let 
Me Go
Alex Levin

This class will be dedicated to reading Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s absorbing 2005 novel Never Let Me 
Go. Set in an exclusive boarding school, the book 
explores the ways in which children struggle 
to understand their own relationships with one 
another—and with the world at large. While some 
have said that the novel is a science-fiction book, 
it is by no means a starship/ray-gun/warp-speed 
novel. Instead, it is a mesmerizing meditation on 
the nature of friendship and fate.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

40 • Life Drawing
Debra Hof fman & Susan Lowr y

Students will learn the fundamentals of figure 
drawing through intensive work with the model. 
Issues of form, structure, volume, movement, 
composition, proportion, and expression will be 
investigated through work on short poses and 
continue into extended poses. Students will have 
the opportunity to experience and experiment 
with a range of approaches and techniques with 
dry and wet media. Assessments will be based on 
students’ level of engagement, their willingness 
to take risks, and their investment in the overall 
integrity of the studio experience. There will be 
1-3 short, practical homework assignments. Note: 
Students who have taken this course in the past 
may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK
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41 • Liberation Pedagogy: 
The Awakening of Critical 
Consciousness 
Natasha Labbe & Mikael  Yisrael

Come have A Seat at the Table, enjoy some 
Lemonade, and watch thought-provoking visuals 
that are 4 Your Eyez Only. Using Liberation 
Pedagogy as a framework, students will examine 
what it means to be human through the eyes of 
the oppressors and the oppressed, the powerful 
and the powerless. Through scholarly and 
popular texts, film, and song lyrics, students will 
be challenged to wrestle with concepts such as 
miseducation, cultural appropriation, privilege, 
critical consciousness, liberation, and healing.  
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

42 • Makerspace
John Henderson & Nick Renner

This class will allow students to explore their 
desire to make things using a supported goal-
setting process and a focus on Design Thinking. 
The makerspace will provide instruction and 
materials for electronics, Arduino micro-
controllers, robotics, computer programming, 
3D printers, and traditional woodworking 
techniques.
Prerequisite: Students should have 
programming experience AND permission 
from instructors | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

43 • Mathemagic!
Kayla Ashcrof t  & Elena Quant

Do you like magic tricks? What about games and 
puzzles? In this course, you will learn how some 
familiar magic tricks and games can be explained 
mathematically. We will look at patterns in card 
tricks, Rubik’s cubes, card games, number games,  

and more! You’ll learn some new tricks to amaze 
your friends and fun games to entertain your 
family. If your favorite thing to ask is, “Why does 
that work?” then this course is for you!
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

44 • Math Tutoring at Local 
Public Elementary School
Mark Anderson & David Mraz

We will travel to a local public elementary 
school to provide math instruction to individual 
students or small groups. In our twice-weekly 
sessions, we will work with a classroom teacher 
to provide students with more individualized 
help with math skills and concepts. Participants 
will receive guidance with math ideas, as well 
as instruction for working with children. No 
experience necessary; any level of math expertise 
is welcome. Note: Students who have taken this 
class in the past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
90-minute classes per week

45 • Meditation & Yoga
Sara Primo

Students of all levels are invited to participate 
in a yoga class that combines vinyasa yoga (flow 
style), yin yoga (longer holds), and meditation. 
This course will offer students a way to clear their 
heads and connect with their bodies. They will 
identify weekly intentions and learn relaxation 
tools they can then carry with them for the rest 
of the year. Each week will have a different theme 
around topics identified as particularly relevant 
to our student body. Light homework will include 
brief readings about the practice of yoga and 
home practice recommendations.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
90-minute classes per week
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46 • Mihi Fabulam Narra
Kasey Henderson

Creativity and communication are natural ways 
to gain fluency in another language. In Mihi 
Fabulam Narra, improve your Latin skills by 
tapping into the sometimes uncharted areas 
of listening comprehension, self-expression, 
and extemporaneous speaking. Activities will 
include conversing with classmates, listening to 
and telling stories, singing songs and adapting 
lyrics, reciting poems, dramatizing speeches, 
performing scenes, and making movies. Latinists 
of all levels are welcome!
Prerequisite: Any level of Latin | Grades: 9, 10, 
12 | Three 60-minute classes per week

47 • Paroles et Musique (French 
School House Rock)
Sam McI lvain

This course is offered for musicians, vocalists, 
and/or French speakers interested in composing, 
writing, and recording French grammar and 
vocabulary songs that will be used in the French 
curriculum. (For potential lyricists, French 2 or 
above is a prerequisite.) Musicians and vocalists 
do not need to have a background in French, but 
they do need to play an instrument (guitar/bass/
keyboard) at an intermediate level, be able to 
program MIDI instruments—or be familiar with 
recording platforms, such as GarageBand and 
ProTools.
Prerequisite: See requirements above | Grade 
level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 90-minute classes per 
week

48 • Philadelphia Talkers
Robin Fr iedman & Sam Sul l ivan

Philadelphia is a city of many voices. There is a 
narrative about our city that is told in textbooks: 
William Penn, Quakers, revolution, industry, 

emigration. But there is another, more varied 
story about our past and a testimony to our 
present that lives in the voices of the people 
of our city. By bearing witness to these voices, 
we can flesh out this narrative and build a 
more beautiful, more inclusive present in our 
city. Musicians, poets, activists, politicians, 
historians, restaurateurs—we will listen to these 
voices and create a lasting oral history project, 
either a podcast, a narrated slideshow, or a 
magazine based on our interviews that traces this 
Philadelphia talk.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

49 • Photo 2: The Journey 
Continues
Michael Koehler

Photo 2: The Journey Continues is a photography 
class for seniors who completed Photo 1 last year. 
This course will give students the opportunity 
to continue their journey with photography and 
work on new projects, as well as further develop 
interests and projects that they have already 
begun. The class will explore the visual art of 
photography through a focus on urban ecology. 
One goal for the students will be to build their 
portfolios while they look critically at their own 
work and the work of current and past renowned 
photographers. 
Prerequisite: Photo 1 | Grade: 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

50 • Poetry Workshop
Alex Levin & Sam Sul l ivan

In this course, we will develop our voices as poets 
through workshopping processes. Students will 
arrive for each class with at least one poem to 
share. The poems will be read aloud, and every 
participant in the group will offer constructive 
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commentary. We are not going to critique writing 
in a negative way, but will instead focus on what 
works, what resonates, and what sounds beautiful. 
By understanding how each student’s poems, 
lines, and words land, all of the students will 
become better writers.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

51 • Polyphonic Spanish: 
Multilingualism in Latin America
Stephen Hol t

In this class we will explore some of the ways 
in which multilingualism plays out in Latin 
America. After learning and discussing themes 
of socio-linguistics, code switching, and 
endangered languages, we will explore several 
cases more in-depth. We will spend a couple of 
weeks on Paraguay—watching one of my favorite 
Paraguayan movies, Siete Cajas, and reading a 
Paraguayan play (English translation available), 
both of which slide between Spanish and 
Guaraní. We will look at border communities in 
the U.S. and the use of Spanglish, and read essays 
by Gloria Anzaldúa. Students will be expected 
to do readings as assigned, and complete an 
analysis of a socio-linguistic practice in their own 
community.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

52 • Power Vinyasa Yoga
Rachel  Bradburd

Come join a powerful, athletic, and fun yoga class 
focused on breath and alignment. This course 
will be fast-paced and challenging. If you want 
a chance to move around, clear your head, and 
connect with your body, sign up! No experience 
necessary; just bring a water bottle, athletic 
clothing, and a willingness to try to it out.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

53 • Prison Writing
L isa Burns

The majority of the course will center on 
reading and discussing Prison Writing in 20th 
Century America (edited by H. Bruce Franklin), 
an anthology of writings about prison life 
experiences beginning at the turn of the century.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 10, 12 | Three 
60-minute classes per week

54 • Processing: The Graphics-
Oriented Programming Language
Matt Zipin

Processing is a wonderful, graphics-focused 
programming language that is fun to use, has 
a relatively easy learning curve, and is very 
powerful. We will begin with basic shapes 
and moving objects around the screen, and 
progress to collision detection, screen redraws, 
pixel management, controlling the computer’s 
camera, and more. My goal is for each student 
to complete a fully functional and working 
graphical game. Excitement and fun will 
permeate the class!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week
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55 • Reading Buddies: Tutoring at 
John B. Kelly Elementary School
Page Fahrig-Pendse, Nicol ina Hansen-Nef f 
& Kathy Paulmier

The John B. Kelly School is a public elementary 
school in Germantown, just a few blocks from 
GFS, and this course is part of a partnership 
between the two schools. GFS students will 
participate in a one-on-one “reading buddies” 
program with first and second graders at Kelly, 
and will work with the same students each visit, 
allowing them to build relationships and track 
the Kelly students’ progress over the course 
of the month. GFS students will learn about 
the reading process as well as techniques for 
teaching reading and supporting their buddies. 
They will also experience some of the difficulties 
facing Philadelphia public schools today, and 
witness the creative work being done by teachers 
and students within that context. A few short 
readings and videos on reading tutoring and 
on the School District of Philadelphia will be 
assigned; students may be asked to keep brief 
notes on their reading buddies’ progress. These 
notes will be passed on to the Kelly teachers at 
the end of the program. Note: Students who have 
taken this class in the past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
90-minute classes per week

56 • Reparations
Stephen Hol t

How does society address crimes against a 
community? In the U.S. context, reparations 
usually refer to paying the Black community for 
stolen wages under slavery, but the term goes 
beyond that. In this seminar-style class, we will 
discuss the entangled policies and practices 
that have continued to drain money from 
historically oppressed groups. We will research 
and imagine policies that would reinvest in these 

communities, and look at cases around the globe 
of societies trying to repair past wrongs. Students 
will prepare at least one report or presentation 
about a specific case. Homework will include 
some weekly reading (an article or book chapter), 
but most of the work will be done in class.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

57 • Science… Fiction… and Film
Gen Nelson

Public perception of science is often reflected 
in film and literature. How does science shape 
our imagination about what might be possible in 
the future? In this course, we will examine what 
technologies and scientific work was going on 
in the 1960s, 1980s, and now, and explore how 
science fiction films from these decades depict 
the technologies of the time and what might be 
possible in the future.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

58 • Spherical Geometry: 
Exploring the World with Math
Amy Fl igor

Have you ever wondered if the geometric 
principles you know and love apply to the world 
in which we live? Well, wonder no more! In this 
course we will explore the world of spherical 
geometry through the use of Lénárt Spheres. 
With a hands-on, investigative approach, we will 
recreate our understanding of concepts such as 
lines, angles, triangles, and more. Throughout 
the course, we will make connections to concepts 
learned in geometry, so students can expect to 
complete quick reviews outside of class.
Prerequisite: Geometry | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK



17GERMANTOWNFR I ENDS .ORG

59 • That ’80s Class
Aaron Preetam & Meg Goldner Rabinowitz

What do we take for granted in 2017? 
Marriage equality. Equity and justice. Positive 
representations of people of color in the media. 
Appropriate standards for monitoring sexual 
harassment. When the ’80s began, Jimmy Carter 
was President, 52 American diplomats were 
being held hostage in Iran, and Pink Floyd’s 
“Another Brick in the Wall” was fighting it 
out with Blondie’s “Call Me” for the top of the 
Billboard charts. The decade of the ’80s saw the 
birth of a new era in terms of global politics and 
American culture. By the end of the ’80s, Spike 
Lee had already directed four films, including Do 
the Right Thing, and the artwork of Jean-Michel 
Basquiat and Keith Haring defined and forever 
altered the art world. We moved from Perestroika 
to Glasnost, from two Germanys to one. Some 
of the most memorable writing of the latter 20th 
century was published in this decade, including 
the short stories of Raymond Carver and Jamaica 
Kincaid, Toni Morrison’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel Beloved, J. M. Coetzee’s Waiting for the 
Barbarians, and novels and essays by Walker, 
Allende, Marquez, and Hijuelos. In this class, 
we will explore literature and culture of the ’80s 
within an historical context. We will examine the 
complexity of the Cold War, contentious race and 
class tension, and shifting pop culture. We will 
also consider the legislative and judicial systems, 
and look at landmark Supreme Court cases and 
their reverberations.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

60 • The Theory of Games and 
Human Behavior
Tomas Ketcham

In this class, students will study different 
economic games of strategy to learn about 

incentives, payoffs, dominance, cooperation, 
and induction. These concepts will be used to 
model politics, sociology, law, sports, and other 
real-world strategic interactions. Students will 
learn about different decision-making theories 
and how they affect economic behavior, such 
as splitting rent with roommates or the sale of 
shared goods.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

61 • Trig Star
Devra Ramsey

Who will be the next Trig Star? The National 
Society of Professional Surveyors sponsors a 
high school trigonometry competition every 
year. Solving the competition problems involves 
knowledge of trigonometric ratios and the laws 
of sines and cosines. This course will review the 
mathematics and focus on preparation for the 
contest. This is the perfect course for students 
who want to solve problems and delight in 
both the predictability and complexity that 
mathematics has to offer. It is dynamic and lively 
in its exploration into the world of competitive 
trigonometry. There is an opportunity for state 
and national recognition for participants.
Prerequisite: Completion of Accelerated 
Geometry | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | Three 60-minute 
classes per week

62 • TV News: Law & Politics
Conrad Haber

This course will discuss current events and help 
develop analytical and critical thinking skills. 
Students will become adept at discerning the 
difference between objectivity and subjectivity in 
news reporting, understanding how to interpret 
the semiotics used within visual mediums, 
spotting and cutting through the fog of public 
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MAJOR CLASSES 3 HOURS PER WEEK

relations and advertising tactics used in our 
political discourse—and ultimately becoming 
savvier consumers of televised news.  
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Three 60-minute classes per week

63 • Winter Hiking
Tomas Ketcham

During this course, students will explore the 
different trail networks and landmarks in the 
Wissahickon. Each class we will explore a 
different section of the forest, including the 
Andorra Meadows, Cresheim Trails, and Kitchens 
Lane. Students should be prepared to strap on 
their hiking boots, bundle up for the cold, and 
hit the trail. Note: Students who have taken this 
class in the past may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

64 • Yoga & Poetry
Sara Primo

I am a certified yoga instructor and an English 
teacher. Have you ever wondered what would 
happen to your brain and your body if you spent 
three hours a week reading and writing beautiful 
poetry and practicing yoga? Come find out!
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

65 • Zines: Exploring Book Forms
Michael Wil l iamson

This course will explore multiple ways books can 
be made, from single sheets of paper, using non-
traditional ways of organizing words and images, 
to learning how to make a hardcover, hand-sewn 
bound book.
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week

65A • NEW COURSE 
Drawing From Observation
Deb Hof fman

Students will learn how to see with an analytical 
eye. Using perspective, value, scale, and 
composition, they will produce drawings that 
demonstrate an aptitude in creating the illusion 
of a three-dimensional space or object on a two-
dimensional surface. This course will require 
a full investment in the work, and a thorough 
exploration of all media and subject matter. 
Prerequisite: None | Grades: 9, 10, 12 | One 
180-minute class per week
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R EQ U I R E D  M I N O R  C L AS S ES

THE FOLLOWING MUSIC AND LANGUAGE CLASSES 
WILL CONTINUE DURING JANUARY TERM

Choir
Ken Lovet t
One 80-minute class per week

Chorus
Ken Lovet t
One 80-minute class per week

Ensemble A
Taia Harlos
One 40-minute class per week

Ensemble B
Brian Adamczyk
One 40-minute class per week

Ensemble C
Taia Harlos
One 40-minute class per week

French 1
Robin Nourie
Two 40-minute classes per week

French 2-1
Amy Celentano
Two 40-minute classes per week

French 2-2
Louisa Knowles
Two 40-minute classes per week

Greek II
Greta Ham
Two 40-minute classes per week

Jazz Ensemble 1
Jef f  Torchon
One 40-minute class per week

Jazz Ensemble 3
Jef f  Torchon
One 40-minute class per week

Jazz Ensemble 4
Jef f  Torchon
One 40-minute class per week

Latin 1 (9)
J im Barron
Two 40-minute classes per week

Madrigals 
Anne Hess
One 40-minute class per week

Mandarin 1 & 2/3
Helen Song
Two 40-minute classes per week

Orchestra
Taia Harlos
One 80-minute class per week

Spanish 2-1 & 2-2
Stephen Hol t 
Two 40-minute classes per week

Spanish 2-3 & 2-4
Behnaz Varamini
Two 40-minute classes per week
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66 • ABCs in Japanese
Nobuko Komura

This is an introductory course in written and 
spoken Japanese for students who have never 
learned Japanese in their regular course work. 
You will learn how to write your name, words, 
and phrases in three Japanese writing systems 
(Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji) using a pen. You 
will also learn some spoken Japanese as we look 
at sub-culture, such as Manga, and other topics. 
Note: Students who have taken this class in the 
past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
40-minute classes per week

67 • Abstract Painting
Susan Lowr y

Based on their study of the work of Robert 
Rauschenberg, Howard Hodgkin, Philip Taaffe, 
and Sigmar Polke, students will investigate new 
ways of painting to create an abstract work. They 
will experiment with materials, such as acrylic 
paint, fabric, collage materials, and found objects, 
to realize a work that is both expressive and 
personal.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

68 • Advanced Knitting
Gen Nelson

This course will cover knitting in the round and 
knitting socks and cowls using the Magic Loop 
technique. Advanced stitches, such as cabling, 
will also be explored. Note: Students who have 
taken this class in the past may choose it again
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
40-minute classes per week

69 • Adventures in Letterboxing
Kate Garri ty & Kathr yn Murphy

In this course, students will learn about and 
get started in letterboxing, a creative pastime 
dating back to the 1850s that involves both 
orienteering and treasure hunting. As part of 
their letterboxing kit, students will design and 
carve a personalized rubber stamp and create a 
simple, hand-bound journal to use while on our 
field trip to various sites in Philadelphia. Note: 
Students who have taken this course in the past 
may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

70 • All the King’s Men
Connie Thompson

Robert Penn Warren’s All the King’s Men, 
published in 1946, is one of the greatest novels 
of the 20th century. Considered by many to 
be the best American political novel, the story 
traces the life of the populist Southerner Willie 
Stark, a charismatic character based on Governor 
Huey Long of Louisiana. Narrated by Jack 
Burden, a journalist, the novel is enhanced by 
Burden’s captivating voice and dramatic story. 
Students enrolled in this course will be invited 
to attentively read the novel, to watch excerpts of 
the 1949 film based on the novel, and to explore 
the complexities of the novel’s characters and 
themes through class discussions.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

E L ECT I V E  M I N O R  C L AS S ES
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING MINOR CLASSES 

MEETS 80 MINUTES PER WEEK*
*Unless otherwise noted.
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71 • American Folk & Folk-Rock 
Music
Ted Oxholm

Guitarists, banjo players, fiddlers, mandolin 
players, and harmonica players, grab your 
instruments (or a school instrument) and let’s 
jam! All skill levels welcome. We’ll learn the 
basic chord progressions in most American folk 
music and some new moves on guitar, banjo, and 
harmonica. During the course, we’ll be listening 
to and playing music by: the Carter Family, 
Woody Guthrie, Johnny Cash, Bob Dylan, Bruce 
Springsteen, Old Crow Medicine Show, the Avett 
Brothers, and The Head and the Heart.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

72 • Anno
Alice Daeschler ’18, Simon Rabinowitz ’18, 
Toby Shore ’18 & Michael  Koehler

This minor is open to Anno editors for designing  
layouts to meet publication deadlines, and to 
any member of the senior class interested in 
creating their personal page for the yearbook. 
Editors will be available to support seniors with 
their page design, including taking photographs, 
brainstorming layouts, and selecting fonts. The 
80-minute block will allow students time to learn 
the essential elements that go into making a 
great yearbook.
Prerequisite: Open to current Anno editors and 
seniors only | Grade level: 12 | One 80-minute 
class per week

73 • A Brief History of Basketball
Andrew Lee

In this course, students will examine the 
history of basketball, from its 1891 founding by 
a Canadian in Springfield, MA, to the current 
era. We’ll watch some video clips, explore 

connections, and make claims about basketball’s 
cultural relevance and the power of its most 
famous athletes in shaping social discourse.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

74 • Beginning Knitting
Gen Nelson

This class is suitable for beginner and novice 
knitters. We will cover basic techniques—cast 
on, knit and purl stitches—and focus on making 
eight-inch squares for the knit-a-square project. 
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
40-minute classes per week

75 • Candling
Amy Fl igor

Candles have been used to light our way for more 
than 5,000 years. In this course, we will use a 
variety of techniques to make hand-dipped and 
poured candles. Students can expect to make 1-2 
candles per class—each with a unique twist!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

76 • Chess
James Wright ’18 & Brian Riggs

This course is intended for anyone who wants 
to learn to play chess, get better at chess, or just 
have fun playing chess. No previous experience 
necessary.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
40-minute classes per week

77 • Coloring
Devra Ramsey

This course is about spending some quiet time 
with colored pencils, elaborate designs, good 

ELECTIVE MINOR CLASSES
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music, and your peers.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
40-minute classes per week

78 • Connect with Germantown
Dave Mraz

The purpose of this minor is to become more 
aware of those around us. We will visit local 
businesses, convene with business owners, hang 
out in a thrift store, a supermarket, a coffee 
shop or local restaurants, and volunteer at a 
charitable organization. The goal is to get to 
know our immediate surroundings more deeply. 
Participants are expected to be open to exploring 
the neighborhood of Germantown. Note: 
Students who have taken this course in the past 
may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

79 • Crafting Like Summer 
Campers
Amy Fl igor

Tie-dying, quilling, and screen printing, oh my! 
In this course, we will channel our inner summer 
campers and partake in some classic camp 
crafts. Students can expect to complete 3-4 crafts 
during the course of the class. No prior crafting 
experience required.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week

80 • Current Events
Jeremy Ross

This course will meet twice a week to discuss 
current events as directed by the students, 
who will each be responsible for selecting 
topics, assigning relevant short readings, and 
conducting discussions.

Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

81 • Data-Driven Exercise
Tomas Ketcham

Baseball has seen a dramatic increase in home 
runs over the last two years, reaching numbers 
only achieved during the height of the steroid 
era. Marathon runners are within 30 seconds 
of breaking a two-hour marathon. Athletes 
are bigger, faster, and stronger now than any 
other point in history. The higher the level of 
competition, the more important and specific 
the training needs to be. In this class, students 
will learn how world-class athletes are using 
data, math, and marginal gains to make huge 
improvements.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

82 • D.E.A.R.: Drop Everything 
and Read
Various Facul ty

This minor will give students unstructured, 
quiet time to read for class or read for pleasure. 
Students can also use this time to complete 
homework.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 40-minute class per week

83 • Earthquake
Cassie Coale ’18, Sarah Detwi ler,  Anne 
Gerbner & Meg Cohen Ragas

This is a workshop-oriented class for anyone 
interested in joining Earthquake’s writing or 
production staff, and highly encouraged for 
current Earthquake staff. We will use class time 
to do a variety of editorial activities, including 
reporting and writing, editing and revising 
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articles, layout and production, photography, and 
discussing journalism and the news. Learn more 
about news writing, features, editorials, profiles, 
reviews, photo essays, and more.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week

84 • Fencing
Deb Bracket t

Fencing has been described as a “physical chess 
game.” In this introductory class, we will start 
at the beginning—with footwork and games 
to understand time, space, and tempo. We will 
progress to entry-level challenges of “right of 
way” and the basics of handling the weapon (foil). 
Note: Students who have taken this course in the 
past may NOT choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

85 • The Fiction is Female
Sara Primo

In this “English-class-meets-book-club” 
gathering, we will read eight short stories. My 
rules for selection: They had to be A) great, B) 
written in the last two years, and C) written by 
women. We will gather to discuss the authors’ 
choices in their stories and our reactions. Our 
discussions may tackle feminist topics, or we may 
choose decisively to leave the author’s/narrator’s 
femaleness aside and discuss the work without a 
gender lens. You do not need to be or identify as 
female to take this class.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

86 • French Conversation and 
Grammar Practice
French Depar tment

This course will focus on strengthening grammar 

fundamentals of French 1 and 2. We will have 
conversations about a variety of everyday 
topics, play vocabulary review games, and drill 
the grammar basics. This course is open to all 
students of French, but is designed for those 
committed to strengthening their skills in a 
smaller, focused group setting.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | Two 
40-minute class per week

87 • From a Second-Grade Script 
to a High School Stage
Anna Col l ins ’18, Anna Minasyan ’18 & 
Sara Primo

In this course, we will bring plays written by 
second graders to life! During the first half of 
the month, we will help the second graders with 
their writing process, after which we will act 
out each of the plays they write, and prepare to 
perform them at an assembly (if possible)—or 
at least for the second graders, so they can see 
their creations in action! If you are interested in 
writing advising, acting, and working with second 
graders, this is the course for you!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week

88 • Fun with Scratch
Kate Jones

For the curious computer-programming novice, 
this minor will give you a chance to play around 
with Scratch, a simple programming language 
developed to make it easy to create animation, 
art, simulations, and games. This self-paced, 
exploratory class offers the opportunity to 
unleash your creativity with this fun and playful 
tool. Absolutely no programming skills required.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

ELECTIVE MINOR CLASSES
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89 • Introduction to Astrology
Cassie Coale ’18 & Deb Hof fman

Astrology is an ancient, often disputed study that 
correlates the movements of the stars to human 
personality and history. When astrologers talk 
about the sun signs Taurus, Aries, and Gemini, 
for example, they are actually only referencing 
the smallest degree of a person’s star chart. In 
this class, we will learn how to read the sky as it 
appeared at our births to extract and interpret 
information about who we are—and where we 
may be going.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

90 • Latin 2
Natasha Labbe

This optional course will give students a chance 
to review Level 1 content, while reinforcing 
new content they have learned so far in Level 2. 
If you feel that six weeks away from Latin 2 is 
unthinkable, this class is for you!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

91 • Learn How to Sew
L isa Burns

In this class, students will complete a design-
and-create project. We will cover how to 
work with patterns and learn basic hand and 
machine-sewing skills, as well as develop an 
understanding of how different fabrics work best 
for specific projects. Each student will choose 
what they would like to create.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 
80-minute class per week

92 • Learn JavaScript
Zach Goldberg ’18 & Nick Renner

In this class, students will learn how to use 
JavaScript, the most widely used client-side 
scripting language on the web. We will focus on 
writing JavaScript and will explore JavaScript 
libraries, such as JQuery.
Prerequisite: Intro to Programming | Grade 
level: 9, 10, 12 | One 80-minute class per week

93 • Making Math Visible
Kayla Ashcrof t

In this course, students will make math visible 
via artistic construction of aesthetically pleasing 
objects that are rooted in mathematical concepts, 
such as symmetry, 3-D Geometry, similarity 
and congruence, and dilation. In Making Math 
Visible, students will enhance their relationship 
with mathematics as a discipline as they work 
collaboratively, think mathematically, engage 
in problem solving, and experiment with 
various materials through the combination of 
mathematics and art.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

94 • Mock Trial
Jeremy Ross

Mock Trial is an interscholatic way to explore 
interest in the legal world and the justice system, 
as well as hone verbal speech and delivery 
skills through competitions coordinated by the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association. Students will use 
this time to prepare and practice for the Mock 
Trial competition.
Prerequisite: Students must be current Mock 
Trial participants | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

ELECTIVE MINOR CLASSES
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95 • Model UN
John Ceccat t i

Students in the Model UN club will meet to 
prepare for the ILMUNC conference at the 
University of Pennsylvania, and to plan for our 
own conference in the spring. 
Prerequisite: Must be a Model UN Club 
member | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | One 80-minute 
class per week

96 • Omniscient and Benevolent 
Music Enthusiasm
Mark Croxford

How do you find music? Do you just let YouTube 
mixes play or do you surf SoundCloud or 
Spotify for days? The internet offers so many 
ways to access music,  it can be overwhelming 
to navigate and challenging to gain a deep 
knowledge of what you have been listening to. 
We’ll discuss how the music industry works and 
how to build a body of musical knowledge, while 
also considering how to best sustain musicians 
using two texts: How Music Works by David 
Byrne and Every Song Ever by Ben Ratliff.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

97 • Pandora’s Lab
Alyson Solomon

If Pandora had been a scientist, what horrors 
would she have released to the world? –Paul A� 
Offit, pediatrician, CHOP

In Dr. Offit’s newest book, Pandora’s Lab: Seven 
Stories of Science Gone Wrong, he asks the 
question, “What happens when ideas presented 
as science lead us in the wrong direction?” 
Together we will read and discuss the stories of 
well-intentioned scientists whose work has had 
disastrous consequences.

Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

98 • Philly Flash Mob
Robin Fr iedman & Jake Mil ler

Have you ever wanted to be a part of something 
like this? Do you love to dance or want to learn 
how? Are you excited to get off campus and 
engage in a spontaneous public art performance? 
Do you just want to have fun? If you answered 
“yes” to any of these questions, this class is for 
you! In this course, we will study all things ‘Flash 
Mob,’ and will examine successful events to get 
ourselves acquainted with the form. We will 
investigate what it takes to organize and mobilize 
participants. We will scout venues and create and 
rehearse choreography. And yes, we will end with 
several off-campus public performances. Come 
dance and spread a little joy!
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week

99 • The Pine Barrens
Mark Croxford & Joe McGear y

The main text for this minor course will be 
John McPhee’s The Pine Barrens, a brief, artful, 
and compelling work of creative nonfiction. 
The term “Pine Barrens” refers to the forest of 
pine, oak, and cedar covering an area of more 
than 1,800 square miles less than an hour from 
our campus. The Pine Barrens remains nearly 
pristine and unspoiled since the time of the first 
European settlers, who found the loose, sandy 
soil unpromising for farming. Huge segments 
of the Pine Barrens remain uninhabited, and 
the few people who dwell there, the “Pineys,” 
are little known and often misunderstood. Their 
culture, slowly vanishing, is revealed in McPhee’s 
enchanting telling to be rich in folklore and 
local legend. We will use McPhee’s text as a 
lens through which to explore topics including 
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ecology, sustainability, and environmental 
stewardship, as well as the unique cultural 
history of the Pine Barrens. Class requirements 
will include reading McPhee’s book (which is 
short—about 150 pages) and creative journaling 
in class. We hope to include a field trip to the 
Pine Barrens as part of the course.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

100 • Polyphony
Polyphony  Staf f  & Adam Hotek

Students in this class will review submissions 
to Polyphony, the GFS literary arts magazine, 
including prose, poetry, and visual art. Students 
can also use this time to create new pieces for 
the publication, and do not need to be offical 
members of Polyphony to take this class. 
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

101 • Race and Gender in Fast 
and Furious
I shmael Bynum ’18, Peter Gard ’18, Max 
Seldin ’18 & Alyson Solomon

Students will watch the eight-part movie series 
The Fast and the Furious. Focus will be on the 
later movies, so students should watch the 
earlier installments before the class begins. Each 
viewing will be followed by a discussion, where 
the class will talk about the ways race, gender, 
and social dynamics affect the movie. Students 
are expected to participate in class discussions.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week

102 • Spanish Conversation and 
Grammar Practice
Stephen Hol t

This course will focus on strengthening grammar 
fundamentals of Spanish 1 and 2. We will have 
conversations about a variety of everyday 
topics, play vocabulary review games, and drill 
the grammar basics. This course is open to all 
students of Spanish, but is designed for those 
committed to strengthening their skills in a 
smaller, focused group setting.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute class per week

103 • Spirit: Don’t Curb Your 
Enthusiasm
Katie Bergstrom Mark

In this course, we will study the culture of youth, 
high school, and collegiate sports. From Pop 
Warner to billion-dollar companies, what does 
spirit really look like? Team mascots, school 
colors, and traditions will be our focus—and how 
spirit drives or divides communities.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week

104 • Strategy Games
Matt Zipin

This class will focus on learning and playing 
a variety of games where the strategy is subtle 
and interesting. We will learn games you most 
likely have not seen before, then break up into 
teams to play. We will gather back together at the 
end and talk about the strategies needed to win. 
Then we send you home to play with your family, 
impressing them with your strategic thinking. 
Note: Students who have taken this course in the 
past may choose it again.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week
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105 • Survival Skills: Bushcraft
Jef f  Fet terman

An introduction to outdoor survival skills 
focusing on Nessmuk-related topics: building/
managing a fire, shelter building, cooking out, 
knot tying, tool sharpening, and creating a “bug 
out bag.” Optional day or overnight field trip.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week

106 • Teens on the Screen
Tal ia Cies l inski  ‘18, Toby Shore ‘18 
& Meg Goldner Rabinowitz

Do you love TV? Do you feel like TV either 
accurately or inaccurately depicts your life? 
In this course, we will analyze and discuss the 
messages conveyed through TV that target teens. 
What issues do we as teens see over or under 
represented, and what effect does that truly have 
on the teen experience? We will discuss shows 
like Freaks and Geeks, Glee, The Get Down, and 
many more. Homework will consist of watching 
an episode of a show in between classes
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
Two 40-minute classes per week 

107 • The 20th Century Vision of 
the City
Sam Sul l ivan

The Alexandrian poet Cavafy wrote a lot about 
urban life. Sometimes he wrote enthusiastically, 
sometimes he took a different tone: “This city will 
always pursue you. / You’ll walk the same streets, 
grow old / in the same neighborhoods, turn 
gray in these same houses.” The city is a map 
of our lives; it contains traces of our concentric 
steps and the fading billboards of our desire. 
But the city is also a trap: “You’ll always end up 
in this city... / Now that you’ve wasted your life 
here, in this small corner, / you’ve destroyed it 

everywhere in the world.” Is the city the living 
symbol of our ideals as human beings, or is it the 
ground zero of our corruption, of our demise? Is 
it a store of our accumulated knowledge, or an 
ever-deepening pit of anonymity and greyness? 
This workshop will take visions of the 20th-
century city as its motif for our own writing/art. 
We will look at poetry, prose, films, music, etc., 
but will focus on our own work, using the city as 
content and context—and will culminate with a 
project inspired by Philadelphia.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week 

108 • Watercolor
Michael Wil l iamson

Watercolor will explore various contemporary 
techniques and approaches, including 
abstraction and painting from observation. We 
will begin with creating a color chart in order to 
explore the expressive range of color.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week 

109 • Writing on Typewriters
Anne Gerbner

Dr. Seuss typed The Cat in the Hat on a Smith-
Corona Portable. Maya Angelou typed her poetry 
on an Adler. Hemingway loved his Royal Quiet 
Deluxe. This class will give you the chance 
to write using one of the English Department 
typewriters. Learn how typing changes your 
writing process, slowing it down, without a delete 
key. Each class will begin with a short creative 
writing exercise, and then you will have time 
to work on your independent typing/writing 
project—as you type your own short story, poetry, 
or even a children’s book.
Prerequisite: None | Grade level: 9, 10, 12 | 
One 80-minute class per week
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